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Sed poterat tutior eſſe Domi, 
8 1R, 


Here fend You * 
the Account 
&& which Monſieur 
de Sorbiere has g1- 
ven of his Voyage into Eng- 
Rn - 
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| 


gland. And though it be | 


an inſolent Libel on our Na- - 


tion, yet I doubt not, but 
you will peruſe it with de- 
lighc. For when you have 
beheld how many errors , 
and falſhoods, he has com- 
mitted 1n this ſmall Relatt- 
on ; you cannot but be well 


pleas'd to find, that who- 


ever undertakes to defame 
your Country , he muſt at 
the ſame time, forteit hisWir,, 
and his Underſtanding, as 


well as his good Manners, 


The Hmmg of France has. 


already given him an cfte- 


Ctual 


Voyave inte England. 


' tual Anſwer. And it be, 
- camethe juſtice of ſo great 


2 Monarch, while he was de- 
fending the Intereſt of the 
Chriſtian Faith with his 
arms, to punith a pragma- 
tical Reviler of one of the 
moſt powerful Kingdoms in 


 Chriſtendome : and while 


- | he was exatting ſatisfagion 


from rhe Pope himſelf, for 
an affront offer'd ta his Em- 
baſſador ,, ta take care that 
none of his own Subjecs 
ſhayld preſume to 1njure 


\ thereputation of his nejgh- 


bors, and ncerelt Allies. 
B 2 This 
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This juſt Reply which 
has been publiquely made 
to this rude Satyr, was the 
cauſe that it has not bin hi- 
therro confuted by an En- 
gliſh Gentleman of your ac- 
quaintance, who had under- 
taken it, whoſe Wit wee 
might have oppos'd againſt 
-him, if he had ſtill louriſh't 
at Paris, with the Title of 
Hiftoriographer Royal, though 
all his mighty boaſts of his 
own abilities had been true. 
But however, though he 1s 
now below our excellent 


Friends conſideration ; yet 
| [ 


"Voyage into England. 
1 think my ſelf ingag'd to 
ſee him corre&ed. For ha- 
ving now: under my hands 
the Hiſtory of the Royal Soct- 
ety, it will be in vain for mee 
to try $o repreſent its deſign 
to be advantageous to the 
glory of England, if my 
Countrymen ſhall knowthat 
one who calls himſelf a 
member of that Aſembly,has 
eſcap'd unanſwer'd in the 
publique diſgraces , which 
he has caſt on our whoke 
Nation. 
I will therefore Sir,briet- 
ly take him into a calm ex- 
B 3 amination. 
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amination. And that you 
may underſtand how 1 in- 
tend to proceed with lim , 
I do here 1n the beginning 
profeſs, that I will nor vin- 
dicate the honor of the En- 
gliſh, by making reflexions. 
on the French. 1 will not in-. 
deavour to repair our own 
fame on the ruines of others. 
I will have no contention 
but with himſelf, I will only 
put together, and compare, 
the miſtakes, the incokeren- 
ces, the vanities of his Book. 
And ( to confeſs a ſecret to 
you,Sir, ) I am reſolv'd to 

take 


ST WWF vi 
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cake this courſe in anſwer- 
ing him; not only becauſe 
I abhor the ſordid way of 
Wir, of abuſing whole Na- 
tions : but alſo becauſe I 


am not much inamor'd of 


$ thegloryofhis puniſhment, 


For I cannot think that « 
is worth a mans while, that 
can live quietly here atLon- 
don, to have the honour of 
making three or four il{-na- 
curd jeſts, ona whole King- 
dom, with the hazard of 
being juſtly baniſhr mto 
Flint or Denbigh for ones la © 
bour, 

B 4 I 
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I muſt confeſs Sir, I came 

at firſt to read him with ſome 
expettations. I had before 
ſeen what he had written in 
praiſe of thoſe two great 
Men, the Ornaments of 
France, Gaſſendus, and De 
Marcu the Arch-Biſhop of Pa- 
ris. And I had ſome good 
hope, that the familiarity , 
which he pretended to have 
had with them, had tauzhr 
him ſome of their good 
Qualities : that from the 
firſt he had taken that can- 
dour, and modeſty , which 
the world admires in his 
writings : 


Voyage into Fugland. 
writings : afid from the 0- 
ther he had learn'd with 
what reſpect he ought to 
treat the fame of whole Na- 
tons, Churches, and Soveraign 
Princes, by that admirable 
detence, which he has made 
of the Gallican priviledges. 
Beſides this, Sir, 1 took his 
Book into my hands with 
the greater good-will, be- 
caule I had ſome knowledg 
of his perſon ; 1 had ſeen 
him at the Royal Soctety : 1 
had beena witneſs with what 
civility he had been there 
enteriain'd ; 1 had been in- 


form'd 


Obſervations on My. Sorbier's 


form'd whar kindneſs he had 
receiv'd at Oxford: I had 
heard what favour the imp 
had ſhewn him, by admit- 
ring him to private di{cqur- 
ſes with him-in his Cabinet. 
And from all this I was in- 
couraged to beleive, that he 
had given an honourable,or 
at leaſt a juſt deſcription of 
England. But I quickly per- 
ceivd how much I was dil- 
appointed ; I preſently ſaw 
what difterence there is be- 


tween ſcribling fine Haran- 


gues on vertuous Men, and 
real vertue ir ſelf I ſtrait 
found 


Voyage into England. II 
found that inſtead of the 
good intentions, which he.ſays, Pref: 
he never wants, the greateſt 
part of his Treatiſe conſiſts 
of i]]|-grounded reproches : 
thar he has ventur d on ma- 
ny things, whereof 1t was 
impoſſible he ſhould receive 
an account : that where he 
might be ſuppos'd to have. 
ſome tolerable knowledge, 
his malice has perverred his 
underſtanding ; and that 
through the whole courſe of 
his Obſervations, he has by 
his own example made good 
that charaQer, which he of- 


cen 
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ren in this Book beſtows on 
humane Nature 1n general, 
that mankind is moſt pleas'd 
with trifles, and that we are all 
credulous and Lyars 

In his Epiſtle Dedicatory, 
he aſſures the moſt Chriſtian 
Fing, that the principal motive 
of his journey, was a deſire to 
advance his Majeſties glory. 
The Deſign was commend- 
able,and worthy an Hiſtorio- 
grapher Royal, But what 
courſe did he take to 1n- 
creaſe his renown ? he ſays, 
that he trawell d abroad, on 


purpoſe to ſpread throughout 
the 


P.189 
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the world, the fame of his Ma- 
Jeſtzes munificence to himſelf. 
I beſeech you,Sir, how long 
will your Engliſh modeſty 
overwhelm you ? how much 
reaſon have You real Philo- 
ſophers, and Mathematicians, 
to have high thoughts of 
your ſelves, it it ſhall be al- 
low'd to a man, who has 
onely got ſome name by 
creeping into your compa- 
nies, to beleive himſelf to 
confiderable.that his Maſters 
liberality ro him ought to 
make to all mankind admire 


his Magnificence ? The Chri- 
ſtian 


Obſervations ou Mr. Sorbier's 


ftian world has better ſigns 


of the greatneſs of the King 
of France's mind; his armies, 
and money have been hano- 
rably imploy'd againſt Ab. 
gters and Conſtantinople. A- 
midft all theſe glorious ex- 
pences,what a mighty ſound 
does it make, that the famous 
Monſieur de Sorbiere did re- 
cerve a ſmall flipend out of his 
Treaſury ? 

But that you way the 
better underſtand, who this 
great man ts, that can either 
exalr, or diminiſh the ho- 
nor of Princes with a word 

of 


Voyage into England. 
of his mouth : TI intreat you 
to hear his own deſcription 
of himſelf. 1 will onely 
repeat in his own words,the 
praiſes, which in the com- 
paſs of a few leaves, he has 
given his own merits: by 
which you may gheſs how 
unjuſtly he has miiplac'r,the 


titles of proud, and arrogant, p. 


when he beſtow d them on 
one of the beſt Natured.and 
baſhfulleſt Nations in the 
world. He brags, that he 
has ſpent all hu life, in ad- 
wvancing the reputation , and 
fuſtainiug the intereſts of the 


Sciences ; 


F.Ded. 


Is Obſervations on Mr. Sorbier*s 
E.Ded. Sciences ; that he has always 
puſh't on, and incourag d the 
great Maſters of Fnowledge to 
| labour : that he has mage a 
P.201. noſe wherever he came * that 
he has got a diſcretion how to 
E.Ded. judge of good things : that he 
has mingled himſelf in the in- 
F.Ded, trigues of the Muſes ; that he 
has been ſo happy,as to be heard 
by them, and to get ſome credit 
E.Ded. amongſt then: that he bolds 
a conſtant commerce with the 
Pref. Chief heads of Parnaſſus : that 
he has either been acquainted 
with all the learned men of the 
Ape, or has had certain infor- 


mation 
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mation concerung them : that 
his King did not favour him, 
without . underſtanding him 
well, | 

Now Str, would riot a- 
hy man that reads this con- 
clude, that Monſteur de Sor- 
biere 1s his own Hiſtorian, 
more thenthe [ing of Fran- 
ces. Is this conformable to 
his own Rule,, which he 
ſayes he preſcribes to himfelf, 
not to make Elogies on any 
man ? Before he had dar'd 


9 have ſaid ſo much of him- 


telf, ought he not to have 
exceeded Fulms Scahiger in 
| C his 


I7 
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his Learning, and his nobi- 
lity, as well as he has done 
in his ſpite ro our Country ? 
whereas the plain, and the 
true ſtory of Monſreur de Sor- 
bier's life, 1s only this,he was 
borne at Orange, and for a 
long time proteſs'd the Pro-. 
teftant Religion, all or the 
greatelt part of his Writings, 
have been only ſome few 
Letters, a ſmall Panegyrick 
or two, a trantlation of Mr, 
| Hobbes's de Cive, into French, 
this Deſcription of England , 
and another of Holland. His 
hirſt imployment was to 


teach 
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teach a younger Son of the 
Count de la Suze,then he was 
made Uſher to a Schole in 
his Native City. Both 
theſe places he loſt upon 
ſuſpicion of ſome hetero- 
dox opinions in the funda- 
mentals of Chriſtianity, In 
this diſcontent he came to 
Paris, renounc't his Reli- 
gion, and turn d Papiſt. And 
at laſt, by many infinuations 
and flatteries,he obtained to 
have the profits of a ſmall 
Canonſhip of Avignon {ſettled 
upon him. This Sir, is all 
the Bruit chat Monſieur de 

C 2 Sorbiere 
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Sorbiere has made in the 
world. And this Conh- 
dent of the Muſes.this Dar- 
ling of Parnaſſus, this Favo- 
rite of Cardinals, this Com- 
panion of Governors of Pro- 
winces, this Cenſurer of Na- 
tions, this Judge of Kings , 


though he ſtrove to adyance 


himſelt by two Religions, in 


the one did never rife to a 
higher office then of a Pe- 
dant, in the other never got 


a greater preterment, then a 
pitiful Sinc Cure of two bun- 
dred crowns a year. 


And yet you have no rea- 
ſon 


L Cd 
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ſon to think that he has been 
wanting to himlſelt all this 
while, ſeeing in this very E- 


piſile you find him in plain 


terms beſeeching his Majeſty , x.ned. 

that he would employ him.'Tis 

a modeſt requeſt, But what 

other place is chat which he 

can defire ? he ſayes that be 

has already been glorifed with , ,_. 

the title of Trumpeter, After E.Ded. 

this, whither would his Am- 

bition lead him ? In this 

Warfar of Letters ( give me E.Ded- 

leave to proſecute his own 

Metaphor ) the name of 

Trumpeter beſt becomes him. 
C 3 For 
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For ( according to his Bro. | 
ther Trumpeter's defence of 
himſelf in the Fable ) it 1s 
never requir'd of ſuch offti- 
cers, that they ſhould in- 
gage in the fight, or do any 
Real Service, but they are 
onely us'd fora ſhew,and to 
make a noyſe. 

As for his other Quali- 
fication of Hiſtoriographer 
Royal, 1 will thew you 
in one Inſtance how he de- 
ſervs it. He tells his King, 

F Ded, that he has reported in every 
Country where he came, the pro- 
figious benefits;that heaven has 


beap'd 
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heap'd upon him : chat to the 


" Stateſmen he has proclaym'd 


hz lndufiry in buſineſs, and the 


ſtrength of his Judgement : to 


the Souldiers, his Valour : to 
the Friends of the Church of 
Rome,þis Piety : tothe Gran- 
dees.the Pomp of his Court: and 
to the F air Sex, his good Meen, 
Theſe, Sir , are all Brave 
words, and he had a glori- 
ous ſubject, whereon to am- 
plifie, Bur let us confider 
the authority of his teſtimo- 
ny. For Monſieur de Sorbi- 
ere, the Kings Hiſtoriographer, 
when he might have had ſo 

much 


23 
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much better intelligence , 
when he might have alleg'd 
the witneſs of all the braw 
men in France ; does yet 0- 
penly declare , that be re- 
ceiv'd the image of his own 
Prince's wertues, from the Re- 
part of Madam Fiennes, a La- 
dy whom he met with actiden- 
Wy at Calais, | 

Upon the very entrance. 
into his journey, as faon as 
he ſets forth from Parzs, he. 
g1ves evident. proats of the 
lightnefs, and vanity,of his 
mind. From what he had 
lajd before i in his own com- 

mendat1- 


—— = 


n Fx ay To 
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mendation, I began to fan- 


cy in my thoughts, a grave * 


Philoſopher, going forth with 
che intent to ſurvey all civil 
Sares, that he might bring 
back their profitable Arts , 
and inrich his Native Coun- 
try with them. I call'd to 
mind the Examples of Py- 


' thagoras, Solon, Thats, Pla- 


to, and almoſt all the firſt wiſe 
men amongſt the Grecians ; 


 whowere wont to make long 


voyages into Egypt, and the 
Eaft, for ſuch honourable 
purpoſes. And upon this 
chought I was inclin'd to 

' forgive 


25 
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forgive him all his former 
" Boaſtings, and to look on 
them onely as pardonable 
imperfeftions, which ſome- 
times accompany great Wits, 
And hence, Sir, you may 
think how much 1 was ſur- 
pris'd, when I ſaw that the 
firſt fruits of his travels were 
an account of the pleaſant com- 
pany, that he had on the way, 
of certain Polacks, that ſpoke 
Latine, that could play on the 
Violin, and that gave him a 
daunce twice a day. But 
hold Sir, I will not give him 
this occaſion, to confirm the 
ſentence, 
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ſentence, which he has paſt 
upon us, that the Engliſh are 
of a gloomy, extravagant, fa- 
natick, , melancholy humour. 
I am content to allow him 
theſe divertiſements. It was 
fit that he, who went forth 
ro civilize barbarous Nati- 
ons, ſhould be attended as 
they were of old, with har- 
mony. Yet you cannot but be 
delighted,when you obſerve 
the choice that he made : 
that he who undertook to 
cenſure,and refine manners, 
and to promote inventions, 
he who talks of nothing leſs 

then 


27 
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then intrigues with the Muſes, 
ſhould find nothing worth: 
mentioning in his journy| 
from Paristo Calais, but the 
Muſick, and the dauncing of 
Poland. Seeing his skil! is ſo. 
good in one of the liberal 
Arts, ſeeing he was fo well 
latish'd in France it ſelf;with 
a Fiddle of Cracaw, or War-. 


ſhaw, 1 wonder he would . 


come into England;to ſearch: 
for Philoſophy, and had not 
rather gone to the famous V- 

niverſity of Moſco. 
And yer,Sir, to ſpeak the! 
Truth, I can cafily pardon 
Monſreur- 


Voyage into Fneland. 


Monſ, eur de Sorbier s afteQti- 


on toa Poliſh Fyg. This 1s 
not the worſt thing, in 
which he has expres't his in- 
clination to that Country, 
He was turn'd out of his 
Schole at Irange, tor being 
a Socinian. And therefore 
we may well allow him to 


be an Heretick in their Mu- 


ſick,ſeeing he was lo intheir 
Dromity. 

In this Jolly poſture . he 
arrives at Calais, In the 
lame Inne lay Madam Fien- 
nes. She was invited the next 
day to dinner by Mounſieur de 

Courtebonne. 


P. 6.7: 
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Courtebonne. Monſieur de Sor- | 
biere waits upon her thither, 
The entertainment pleas d him. 
For this he commends his Hoſt, 
for one of the moſt accompliſht, 
and obliging Gentlemen in 
France. And he profeſſes, he 
thought himſelf bound in Con- 
ſcience to make him this pub- 
lique acknowledoment. What + 
1s to be blamd in all this ? 
what could be more court- | 
ly? what a greater fign of 
a ſcrupulous, and tender Con- 
ſaence, then to beleive him- 
ſelf ſo much ingag'd to be | 
grateful for a good Potage ? * 
what | 


Voyage into England. 31 
what greater recompence 
could a Royal Trumpetermake 
to Mounſieur de Courtebonne , 
then thus to ſound up his 
meat ? hitherto all 1s well. 

But now, Sir, I pray recol 


' Ie@,whether he deals fo fair- 


ly, and religiouſly, with your 
fellow Profeſſor, DoGlour Wal- 


(is ? to whom, for all his 


good cheer, for a hearty 


| welcome, for ſhewing him 


the Univerſity of Oxford, for 
Imparting to him many cu- 
riofities , which he himſelf 


2 | confefles were admirable , he 


' hasreturn'd no other thanks *: 94- 


then 


32 
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P.1co. then only a ridiculous deſcri- 


P. 14 


P.17. 


ption of his Cap. 
At his landing at Dover, 

he was faluted with ill lan- 
ouage by the Boys. Me- 
thinks the handſome entertain- 
ment that he met with there at 
bis return, might have mov'd 
him to conceal this ill uſage, 
Though che matter it ſelf, a 
the worſt, was not worth 
tpeaking of; for he might 
have cenfider'd, that it 1s an 
ordinary thing for Boyes, 
not to have any great kind- 
neſs tor Schole=Maſters : yet 
hence he takes. occaſion t6 
inveigh 


I'oyaee into Fngland. 


33 
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of the whole Engliſh Nation: 
I have already, Sir, ingag'd 
my ſelf, to torbear compar1- 
ſons : or ele, I night per- 
haps very juſtly, contradi& 
what he ſays, that the Eng- 
liſh are always welcom'd at 


P. 14. 


Deip, and Calais, with ſo much | 


obliging care. We are indeed 
with care enough. For the 
inhabirants of thoſe places 
{e1z cn everypart of us,ſome 
catch our Cloaks, ſome our 
Hats, ſome our Cloak-bags : 

and when we are by plece- 


| meals brought to Shore, our 


T» ofhcious 
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officiousfrinds demand their 
own rates for havingthus ob-. 
lig'd us: ſothat ſometimes we 
can {carce know.whether we” 
ſhould call it a Landing, or 
a Wreck. This, Sir, 1s more 
then a verbal Incivility. Ye 
I make no Conclufion from 
hence againſt the wholc 
French Nation, but only a- 
gainſt the Porters, and Mari- 
ners,of Deip, and Calais.And 
the ſame Right ought Mon- 
ſreur de Sorbiereto have done 
us. He ſhould not have 
preſently exclaim'd againſt 
the whole Kingdom, for that 

which 
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which is only to be attribu- 


red to the il] Diſcipline of 


Dovwer-Schole. This, Sir, 
may ſerve to give you ſome 
light, what kind of Judg we 
are like to find him in mat- 
ters of greater weight: and 
when you read, that he al- 
ledges no other ſign of the Eng- 
liſh Courage, then that their 
Butchers are delighted with the 
noble Combats of Bulls, Bears, 
and Dogs : 1 hope you will 
remember.that it 1s the ſame 
Man, who 1s here wile e- 
nough to pals a General Rule, 
concerning the Engliſh ill 

DD 2 manners. 
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manners, from the Rudle beha- 
viour of the Children of one of 
our Sea-Towns. 

Yet, to do him right, in 
this particular, he does not 
caſt all the blame on the 
Engliſh : but he involves 

. the Dutch, and the Ttalians, 
in the ſame common Crime. 
He here complains, that as 
we call the Frenchmen Dogs, 
fo the Dutch upbrayd them 
with the approbrious name 
of Muſhromes, and the [tali- 
ans with the worſe term of . 
Fools. For my part, I think 
all this by no means to be 


juſtift'd, 


} 
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juſtifi'd, if the accuſation be 
true, But however , how 
does this conſiſt, with that 
Flatt'ry which heuſes to his 
KING, that whereever be ;. ,,, 
came, he found the whole world 
ready to ſubmit to the French 
Empire ? What ſays he now? 

Is it probable, that all Na- 
tions are willing to make 
F rance the Seat of a Univer- 
fal Monarchy, when at the 
lame time, he aſſures us, from 
bis own experience, that the u- 
ſfual Titles, which their Neigh- 
bours beſtow upon them , are 
thoſe of Dogs, Fools,and Muſh- 
romes ? D.3- --M 


' 
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The next part of his 
Fourny is from Dover to Lon- 
don. His errour about the 
diſtance between theſe two 
places forgive : though #n 
P.g, threeſcore miles he miſtakes ten. 
All the evil touches which 
he here gives,concerning the 
Diſpoſition of the Engliſh , 
I reſerve for their proper 
place. But I mult take no- 
rice how particularly the 
Hifloriographer Royal de- 
ſcribes the Waggoner of Can- 
P.18. terbury. The Horſes were ty'd | 
one before another : The Dri- | 
ver cloth'd in Black : a brave 
Mountero 
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Mountero on his Head : a jo- 
cund fellow ; mighty well ſa- 
tizfy d with himſelf : a great 
Droll: in all things appointed 
like another Saint George. 
What think you now Sir ? 
may we not after this beleive 
that Zom Coriat is one of the 
cheif Heads of Parnaſſus , 
with whom he has converſt? 
Where lyes the Difference 
between theſe two Learned 
Authors? That famous coun- 
tryman of ours was juſt ſo 
curious in his Relations : 
neither Horſe nor Man could 
eſcape his Pen : on his 

D 4 Hoſt's 


- 
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hoſt's Beard, and his P1gn-| 
Poſt he ſtill declaymd ; 
Here are only wanting the 
Frenchnax's Bills: of Fare 
every night, and you might 
have ſworn, that Mon- 
ſfreur de Sorbiere had inheri- 
ced the great, and inquiſi- 
tive ſpirit of the Noble Tra- 
weller of Odcomb. 

I will not here much in- 
fiſt on the Irreverence of 
this zealous Roman Catho- 
ligue, as we ſhall afterwards 
hind himto be : though me- 
thinks 1t was not well done 
of him, to obje(& to the En- 

gliſh 
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gliſh their calling Saint Paul, 7.42: 


by the familiar Name of Paul ; 
when he himſelf has com- 
par d one of our chief Saints to 
a Waggoner, Nor am I much 
concern d.to {ee him lo pun- 
(tual in deſcribing the Wag- 
goner of Canterbury to his 
Shirt,and yet not to make a- 
ny mention of Zhomas Becket, 
and Auſtin the Monck,the re- 
nowned Saints of that place. 
But yer I will here cell him, 
that though he was ſo care- 
leſs of his Religion, he might 
have conceal 'd this Chara- 
Cter of the Waggoner upon a- 

nother 


41 


42 


P.18. 


P. 26 
#7. 
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nother account : For he wil 
hardly be able to perſwade 
his Reader, that the beſt way 
to ſpread the report of the ma- 
gnificence of his Fatron, was 
coride to London in a Wag. 
gon. 

But to give you farther 
evidence of the ſolidity of 
his humour. In all the Rod 
between London to Dover. he 
forgets not to enlarge upon 
every thing that he ſaw, ex- 


cept only that which is one: 
of the braveſt ſpectacles in the. 
World, Heis very exa in 
> ſurveying the Bay-Windons 
of 
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of Canterbury. He fully de- 
ſcribes the Bowling-Greens, , 
and the very Rowlers,that make 
them ſmooth; he ſpeaks fo 
Romantically of the Val- p ,z, 
lies,the Hills, and the Hedges 23:24- 
of Kent, that the Authors of 
Clelia, or Aftrea, {carce ever 
venture to ſay ſo much on 
the like occaſion : he com- 
mends the convenient Form of 7. 29. 
Rocheſter Bridge: which be 


. ſays, is ſo contriv'd, that mens 


Hats cannot be blown over. 


' Who can deny, bur in all 
| this he isa very circumltan- 


tial, and Faithful Relator 2 
Bur 


Fo 
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But I pray, Sir, mark, tha 
he ſpends very many mor 
lines in ſpeaking of each 
theſe 7oyes, then of the mol 
magnificent Arſenal at Chat 
tam, which lyesjuſt beloy 


that Bridge. Ofthis he one. 
ly in paſling ſays, that her 


our Ships of War are built, ani 
'* here they are laid up, whe 


they return. And has ht 
not here unawares betral( 


_ theLevity of his own mind: 


where then was his Philoſo- 
phical Curioſity ? where hu 
diſcretion to know good things? 
where his Love for Great,and 


Wonderful 


— 
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Wonderful Arts, ? what was 
a fitter Profſpe& to have 
ſropdat? where could the 
antient , or preſent World 


' have ſhewn a nobler Sight ? 


For there, in one view, he 
might have ſeen the'Ships , 
that command the Ocean : 
that make this ſmall people 
that he deſpiles, terrible to 
the ends of the Earth, We 
confels we yield to the 
French in the Beauty of their 
Cities, and Palaces; Bur in 
our floting Caſtles we outgo 
them as much, He is in the 
right, thar about Parzi,tbere 

is 


- ' 
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4 a far greater number of goo 
Buildings: Bur the Suburh; 
which London has on tht 
Thames, and Medway, make 
a ſufficient recompence for 
this defect ; as long as we 
exceed all the World, in the 
Fabricks of Strength , and 
Empire , we may eaſily al- 
low him to object to us our 
want of thoſe of Pleaſure, 
And wichout queſtion, the 
Sovereign, the Charles , the 
Prince, the Zames, the Henry, 


the London , the Reſolution, 


and above an hundred more, 
the beſt in the World, might 


have 
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have been thought worthy 
naming by him, that almoſt 
reckons up the Windows,and 
the Cellars 1n Canterbury, and 
expreſles himſelf ſo well fa- 
tisfy'd ro ſee, that there was 
care taken , that a plume of 
Feathers ſhould not be difor- 
der d upon Rocheſter Bridge. 

In his Deſcription of Lon- 

don , he affirms that it 39 p,,,, 
bigger then Paris ; and that 
it 13 a vulgar errour of his 
Countrymen to think. otherwiſe. 
And to manifeſt how vaſt he 
beleives its extent to be, he 
profeſſes, that he would not 
undertake 
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(#4 


P. 37. undertake to frame an exati, 
- Idea of it in his mind, under i 
whole years time. This, Sir, 
methinks,might have admo. 
niſh'd him, that it he waz, 
not able to take a ful 
draught of one City in lets 
then twelve Months , he has 
been very preſumptuous, (le 
me return upon him his own 
word ) to conceive that he 
could give a CharaGter of 
the Genius, and Vices of our 
Nation, ot the Conflitution, 
andCorruptions of our Church, 
of the Weak neſſes of our Go-| 
ernment, of the Pedantry of | 
Our ' 


-.\ 
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our Learning , and of the 
'B arbarouſneſs of our Lan- 


guage, in three Months time. 


This conſideration ought 
certainly to have ſtop d his 
Pena little eſpecially ſeeing 
the Streets, and the Alleys of 
London ſtand ſtill , and re- 
preſent themlelvs always in 
the ſame faſhion to our eys, 
and it is enough to know 
them perfeUly only to tra- 
vel them often through : 
whereas it 1s {o intricate a 
work, to take a right Pro- 
ſpe of the Manners of Mer, 


the Humours of Nations, and 
E the 
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the Secrets of Princes Coun. 
ſails, that it is perhaps the 
moſt difficult employment. | 
human Writ. 

'Tis true indeed, he in- 
deavors to fetch a juſtifice | 
tion of his Infolence, fron. 
the Engliſh themſelves; Bu 
the Apology,which he makes 
rather aggravates his offenc. 

P., 10. He fays, he #s confident, thi 

if he writ ap,our own language 

be ſhould not diſpleaſe us. Ant 

he gives this reaſon for it, 

7. 11: that the Engliſh have ofit 
caus'd their Charafter* to 

publiſkd: andthat they hav 

- | | 'thi 
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wn. this peculiar good Quality, that 
the they love to hawe themſelves 
ts handled plainly, and ill-ſpoken 
of. This he profeſles to 
in. mention in our praiſe. And 
& it this be Ins Courtefie, I 
on. now find, that the Paſſengers 
3u with him in the Waggon had 
& reaſon, when ( as he com- 
i plains ) they interpreted his 
bg very Civilities for affronts.But P. 21; 
gr hold, Sir, what 1s this that 
nd: he here ſays ? has the Eng- 
t, liſh Nation ever causd its 
a Charabier to be Printed? he 
þ {peaks of it, as if it had been 
x 3 thing dane: by 4d of Par- 
| E 2 hament, 


| 
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liament, and by the Autho. 7 
ricy of the whole State. *Tiz 1 
crue,Sir, there was (as you | 
may perhaps remember )z | 
ſmall Pamphlet , that came | 
out with the 7itle of the Cha 
rafter of England, about fix 
years ago, But that ws 
pretended to be a Tranſlati- | 
on out of French, Or | 
us ſuppoſe that it was an 
Engliſhman that writ it 
under that diſguiſe : yet 
has Monſreur de Sorbiere from 
thence any ground to fay, 
that the whole Engliſh Natim 
has often printed its own Cha- 
racer ? 


s 
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rafter ? I will give him one 
inſtance to ſhew how ab- 
ſurdly he did thus conclude, 
from one particular man , 
to a whole Country. Mon- 


ſteur de Sorbiere, in his Book. 


of Letters, has inſerted ( as 
he calls it) a Sceptical Di- 
ſcourſe concerning the City of 
Paris: wherein he uſes the 
Metropolis of all France, al- 
moſt as injuriouſly, as he 
does the Engliſh in this Re- 
lation; with language as 
foul, as the Dirt of Paris it 
ſelf. Now then, becauſe 
Monſieur de Sorbiere, a pri- 
. K 3 yate 
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vate inhabitant of Paris, has © 
preſum'd to ſlander it, w E 
that manner; does it become © 
me to affirm that the who | 
City of Paris has written | | 
ſcandalous Libel on it ſelf * © 
Bur perhaps by this In. 
ſtance which I have her | 
mention'd, Morfieur de Sor. 
biere will raiſe an Argu- - 
ment, that ſhall be very 
much to his own advantage. 
For now he will be ready to 
ſay, that the Engliſh have 
no preat reaſon to take his 
Afﬀronts unkindly , ſeeing 
he has been already fo free | 
of 
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hs of his Correftions,and Re- 
x proofs, as not to ſpare his 
m. own Countrymen themſelves. 
oj, Taccept of his Apology. 'Tis 
{, Pietatis plena Defenſio ; *Tis 
an excellent good Natur d 
n. Defence, for his cayling a- 
n gainſt Strangers , that he 
| has done the ſame before , 


againſt his own Fellow-Citi- 
ry, 220. 
But to return tothe En- 
gliſþ-Book.,, which he pro- 
poles as his Pattern, Secing 
we have but oneLibel in our 
Language, againſt a whole 
Country 1n general, let us 
f "2-4 Permit 
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permit the Hiſtoriographe 
Royal, to imitate it, Yet | 
cannot imagine how þ' 
came to uuderſtand. tha 
Book. alone, when he pro. 
fefles that he was utterly 
ignorant ' of the Engliſþ 
Zongue in all things elfe. | 
{eems that reviling, and hy 
tyr is ſo natural to his mind 
that he is able to conceint 
the ſence of it, though the 
Langnagern which it is writ-* 
ten, benever ſa much un- 
known to him, However, 


it he compare the times d 


their publication, we ſhall 
: find 
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ſtin&ion between the crimes 
ofthe Engliſh,and the French 
Satyriſt. The firſt of theſe 
was publiſh'd during the 
Tyranny of the late Uſur- 
pers : and though it was ve- 
ry ſeverei on the Engliſh in 
many pallages,yet the great- 
eſt part was ſpoken with a 
good intention, in reproof 
of the miſerable diſtraftions 
of that Age, and the many 
l!-Cuſtoms which a long 


Civil-War had introduc'd. 


I beg of you now,Sir,tocon- 
ſider, by what an Example 
he 


57 
find that there is a great di- 
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he clears himſelf. Becaulc 
there was one Satyr writ- 
ten on our Nation, in a time 
of Licentiouſneſs,and Con- 
fuſion ; he will ſecond it 
now with a Worſe, when we 
are ſetled in Peace, and Pro. 
ſperity. Seeing he thinks 
this Plea ſufficient,for what 
he ſays againſt the Manners 
of the Engliſh, that an Eng- 
liſh-man did the ſame under, 
Oliver, or Richard : l wouldp 
have him alſo defead him- 
{elf in all his Slanders on our 
Court, and the Ming's Mini- 

fters, with an argument that 
will 
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will reſemble the other. For 
why may he not afſerr, that 
it is lawful for him now to 
uſe ſuch Liberty ; becauſe 
Milton was allow'd by the 
Rump , to write a Villa- 
nous Book againſt the late 
King of Bleſſed Memory ? 

This weak excule there- 
fore, Sir, that he makes for 
his Barbarous way of hand- 
ling Us, ſhall not ſerve his 
turn. Heis fo far from ha- 
ving receiv'd 1nconrage- 
ment from the Engliſh : that 


I can ſhew him ſeveral Vo- 


lumes of the Voyages of 
{ome 
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ſome of our Countrymen, 
into Kuſſta, Perſra, Egypt.the 
Turkiſh-Empire, the Eaft-In- 
dies, and America , which 
have given a more advanta- 
geous account of thoſe Inf 
dels, and Barbarians , then 
he has done of one of th: 
moſt polite Countries in 
Europe. The Engliſh haw' 
deſcrib'd ,, and illuſtrated, 
all parts of the Earth b 
their Writings : many the 
have difcover'd ; they have 
viſited all. And I dare affur 
him, that they have been al. 


ways moſt tender of the Re- 


putat1on 
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putation of forein States , 


which they have gone to vi- 
ſit, as they have been molt 
merciful in ſparing the Na- 
tives blood, in thole Coun- 
tries which they diſco- 
ver'd. 

Let us now behold how 
Monſieur de Sorbiere has con- 
form'd himſelf to this gene- 
rous Engliſh Spirit. 1 will 
ove you 1n a ſhort view 
ſome of the good terms that 
he has beſtow d on our Na- 
tion in General, He fays , 


That we have ſkimm'd all the 


res 
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* wices, and diſadain'd the vir- P 
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tues of other Countries : that | 


P12. ve contenn all the reft of the 
World : that we eſteem all 


mankind beſides miſerable :\ 
that we ſcorn to look. on them, | 
or to ſpeak. to them, when they | 
travel hither : that we fre-| 


P.112. 


P.153- 


our neighbours : that it is very 
hard to know, how to get our 
good will: that we hawe «| 
* ſtrong union amongſt our ſelws | 
againſt ſtrangers : that we re- | 
P.132- gard the proſperity of others 
with an evil eye : that we haw 

P.11. -@ natural inclination to idle- | 
neſs, to preſumption, to a cer« | 
tain | 


P.113. 


quently menace, and inſult over | 


i 
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tain extravagance of thoughts, 
which 3s to be found in our moſt 
excellent writings : that almoſt 
all the Engliſh are guilty of ©" 
theſe faults, becauſe they pro- 
ceed from our Soyl : that our 
humour 1s too free, and arro- A 
gant : that we are voracious, P. 151. 
and luxurious : that we ſubmit — 
to any, that will fill our Bel- 11, 
lies, let us rayl, and will not 
diſturb our flothfulneſs : that » RX 
we are ſcoffers, and malicious 
ſpeakers : that we are very ir- P-112. 
regular,and ſuſpicious : that we p 
are filld with dark thoughts : 
that we are fierce, and capri- 
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cious + that we have a melan- 


choly peculiar to us : that if 


we once get neceſſaries to ſup- 
port life, our idleneſs makes us 
careleſs of any more : that there 


are every where Dye-littles ,| 


| 


proud, and Fanatick, Perſons, | 
to be met with : that there i#| 1 


nothing ſo crouching as an En- 
gliſh man, if once you can find 


the means to make him afraid: 


. that if you take away their Ii 
folence,, you take away their 


courage, and that they mak 
but one leap, from the greateſ 
buſfe of pride into the baſsl, 


comardize. 
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He has wearied me, Sir, 
and I can follow him no fur- 
ther, in heaping up ſuch 
19nominious Traſh. He ac- 


knowledges, that England is 


| better known then any other 


8, part of the World, by the Bri- 


| tannia of the moſt Learned Mr. 
-\ Cambden. And it is happy 


tor us that it is ſo. For, it 
Foreiners ſhould have no- 
thing elſe to dire them 


concerning us, but this fair 
"= which he has here gi- 


; | ſuppole they would 


fl kh hither with-the ſame 


L 


caution.as we do into Green- 


F land, 
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land, xo fiſh for Whales ; they| t 
would only touch upon ou} i 
ſhores.and ſtand upon thei} t 
guard at every noyſe, leaſt! a 
the wilde Bears ſhould ſur-! V 
prize them unawares, | in} þ 
treat you to recall into yout fe 
mind the deſcription,whid| h 
Ceſar makes of the falvagt ft 
manners of this Jand, i 
the time that he = li 


Gaul and Britain together} tr 
you will find that Monſten' 
de Sorbiere is leſs milde in B 
his expreſſions on us nov, M 
then that great Conqueral 71 
was on the untaught and 6 fr 
rigind 
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riginal Inhabitants,chat liv'd 
in Forreſts, and painted 
their Bodies, to make them 
| appeare more dreadfull. 
| Whatever refleftions had 
| been made on our Imper- 
un} fetions, we might perhaps 
; have patiently receiv'd them 
: from the hands of the Ma- 
! fr of Rome , that had ciut- 
] lizd us ; and it may be too 


S—_—_ 


— 


trom one of his 7rumpeters, 
ui ſo he had been a Roman: 
in But we cannot from a Schole- 
w, Maſter of Jrange,, from a 
ol /rumpeter of Little Britain , 
x from a man that came hither 
1 F 2 ro 
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to pick up Preſents off .( 
Gloves, and Ribbands, and! [ 
(as he himſelf confeſſes ) tl | 

P.161, colleft ſome certain debts, thi 7 

102. mere here owing to his F riend;, » 

When I firſt, Sir, behell / 
all this good language whid! t 
he has given us, I did pre! v 
ſently caſt about and ex. h 
mine what might be th! b 
cauſe of his Rage. And z bþ 
laſt 1 had from one of he Þ 
acquaintance intimation e 9 
nough to gheſs, why he wz f 
pleaſed to be thus incens(, 1 
When he return'd from hs 8 
ſecond viſit to the King, thi i 

Gentle 
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ft Gentleman ask'd him, How 
d his Majeſly had receiv'd 
him? hereply'd, Kindly e- 
a nough : bur, he expefied, he 
k would have preſented him with 
li ſome Medall. This, Sir, was 
& the Provocation, And this 
& was the occaſion, that made 
+ himlay about him ſo terri- 
þ bly. What Indignation can 
z begreat enough againſt ſuch 
h{ baſeneſs? Are theſe Writers 
e of Letters, and F latteries, and 
1s Romances, ſuch dangerous 
4 men? Muſt the Ming of En- 
hs gland deal with them , as 
hi {ome petty Bora*ring Princes 
| F 3 are 
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are forc'd to do with thy 
Zurk. ? Muſt he buy them 
off, and pay tributeto them, 
leſt they ſhould invade his 
Territories at their plea- 
ſure? Monſieur de Sorbier) 
Sir, is a man of ripe Age, he; 
pretends to have been fanii! 
liar with Embaſſadors, Gent 
ralls, and Nuntio's : helays 
claim to the title of Philo 
pher, and tothe moſt gene- 
rous Se of Philoſophy, he 
tells us he #4 a Sceptick, But 
did he ever yet hear of an 
Example of a Philoſopher, 
that preferr'd a petty gift, 

before 
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before the ſweetneſs, and the 
obligation of ſo Great and (0 
Magnanimous a Prince's con- 
verſation ? It has indeed 


- been told us, that ſome Phi- 
t) loſophers of old have tranſ- 


oreſs'd on the contrary, and 


'| have refuſed the Bounty of 
» Monarchs, that they might 


preſerve the liberty of their 
minds ; But in all Hiftory 
there can be no ſuch in- 
ſtance ſhewn,, that a man 
ſhould forfeit his Truth, and 
Honeſty, for the want of a 
Medall, unleſs it be of him, 
that firſt renounc'd his Conſci- 

F4 ence, 
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ence, and chang'd his Rel: 
gion, to obtain a Penſion. 

In anſwer to theſe calum. 
nies with which he has al- 
perſed us, I will onely in 
plain and fimple terms, fay| 
as much as may confute his| 
reproaches : But I will not| 
ſer upon a long, and a ſo- 
lemn Panegyrick of our Na-! 
tion ; For it 1s not my bu- 
ſineſs here to paint, but only 
to waſh. 

The firſt Slander,of which| 
I ſhall take notice, he pre- 
tends to be a Proverbial- 
opecch ; that we have de- 


ſpisd 


—_ 
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| fpisd all the good, and 
| Gideat d all the bad, of other 
people. As for the firſt part 
of ir, whether we have 
{corn'd all the good quali- 
ties of others, I am con- 
rent to have try'd by his 
own words, He graunts, 
that in very many things, we 
imitate the magnanimous Spi- 
rit of the Antient Romans. 
And it we have been ſo care- 
ful to learn Vertue, froman 
Empire that was long ago 
at an end; how could he 
imagine, that we contemn 
all that 1s commendable in 


the 
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P.12, 


Obſervations on Mr. Sorbier s 


che Living ? I thank him 


that he has reſembl'd us to} 


the greateſt men of all An. 
tiquity : But in the In- 
ſtance which he alledges, 
he does well expreſs what: 
gence he has of greatneſs of 
Mind, and honorable A. 
ons: For, He reckons the 
Fights of their Gladiators to 
be one Chief Sign of their Vis. | 
tue : Which was a cruelty, 
that all the Civil World do 
blame them for beſides. 1 
will confeſs Monſfeur de Sor- 
biere to be a better Maſter 
of Defence then any that he 


ſaw 


td 
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this he can prove to Me,that 
he is a fit Man to diſtin- 
guiſh, what 1s Inſolence , 
and what is Courage,in the 
Engliſh ; Seeing he counts 
it to have been a great piece 
of Bravery in the Romans, 
that they were delighted in 
beholding their Slaves, and 
their Captives, murder one 
another. And whereas he 
ſays, that we are infefted with 
Outlandiſh-Vices ; 1 cannot 
torbear telling him, that if 
this ſhould be graunted 
partly true, that we are in 
ſome 


75 


ow at the Red-Dull, 1t after P. 172. 
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ſome meaſure degenerated 
from the Native Vertue,and 
Innocence of our Anceſtors, 
in Edward the Third, and 
Henry the Fifth's time ; yet 
it 1s "aſi to tell, from wha | 
Coaſt the Infe&ion was | 
tranſported hither ; and we | 
may fay with Horace in a | 
like caſe, though 1n reſpet | 
of worſe Arts then he inten- 


ded ; | 


Grecia capta ferum victo- 
rem cepit, &y Artes 
Intulit Agreſti Latio. 


He 


&f EET 


Voyage into England. 
He next objects to us. That 
we have a flrong union among ſt 


, our ſelves againſt Strangers , 


and that it is almcſt impoſſible 
to get our good will, This , 
Si1r,1s ſo far from being true, 
thar ( you know ) 1t may 
well be computed, that we 
have more Foreiners in 
Norwich ,, Canterbury , and 
London, who are permitted 
to Trade, and to injoy the 
Privilege of Natives , then 
there are conſtantly refid- 


ing in any 7wenty Cities of 


Italy, Spain, or France. 
He upbraids us with fre- 


quent 


#4 


0 | 


Pref. 


Obſervations 01 Mr. Sorbier's 
quent menacing, and inſulting 
over 0ur Neighbours. This he 


| ſpeaks with particular re- 


ſpett ro the Hollanders Trade, 


- Burt who made him Judge | 


of the rights of Peace, and | 
War? He acknowleg'd be- 
fore , that all other affairs, 
except only thoſe of the Sciences, 
and Learned men, lie out of his 
way. Why does he then 
thruſt in to be Arbitrator of | 
the differences between the 
Dutch. and Vs? to call thoſe 
Menaces and Affronts, which 
an Aſemblychat repreſents a 
mighty Nation , has already 

{tyl'd 
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| ſtyl'd demands of jult fatis- 
fa&ion ? and which rhe great 
Soveraign of the Seas will 
ſhorrly make appear to be a 
2 Vindication of the Law of 
Nations ? But if Monſieur de 
Sorbiere beleives , that our 
preſent contentions with the 
Low-Countrymen , are only 
rude Afronts, and not juſt 
Grievances ; I am certain 
he was once of another 
mind, when he writ his Let- 
ter to Monſteur de Courcelles in 
theyear 1652, Wherein he 
extols the Rumps Victories 
over them, and preſages 
a 


&_. 


Obſervations on Mr. Sorbiers 
a glorious Empire to thoſe 
Tyrants, from their abſolute 
ſubduing them. 

He ſays, that we will mt 
wouchſafe to ſpeak. to thoſe that 
travel hither. and yet he call 
us preſumptuous, Raileurs, Ar- 
rogant , and Evil..Speakers, 
But to this it ſhall ſuffice me 


to reply.that ſeeing the ſame; 


man condemns our Silence, 
and our Speech, it is a good! 


Argument, that we are mo-' 


derate, and unblamablein 
Both. 


He declares, that We re-| 


gard the Proſperity of others 


with 


Voyage into England, 
with Jealouſie : whereas,there 
isnot one of our Neighbors, 
tro whom our Afliſtance 
could reach, but we have 
ayded in their Calamities, 


' The United Provinces, not- 


withſtanding their preſent 
apprehenfions of us , will 


* ſtill confeſs that their Com- 


mon-Wealth was founded 


' upon Engliſh Valour. The 


Great Henry of France was 


| eftabliſh'd in his Throne by 


Queen . Elizabeth's ſuccours. 


And whileI am writing this, 


the Portuguez behold one of 


the ſureſt Ramparts of their 
G Liberty, 
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Liberty, to be the Breaſk 
of Engliſh Souldiers. 

He proceeds to affirm, 
that we will ſerve any man,tha. x 
will feed us, ſuffer us to rail T 
and be idle. But to giv g 
him a full Teſtimony , hov! x 
careful the Engliſh are d ( 
their own Liberty, it 1s & 
nough to ſay, that they it B 
deavor, more then moſt 6-: x 
ther Nations, to preſerve in-l tþ 
violable the freedomof man- 
kind in general ; For the m 
never make Slaves of thei; of 
Priſonersof War in any part If 
of Europe , which perhaps[hi 

| few! 


i 
i 


| 
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few other Nations have for- 
born. And that the world 
has a better opinion of us,he 
may be convinc d by this, 
that the Natives of all Tra- 
ding-Countries , have (till 
maintain d a peculiar re- 
ſped for the Engliſh integri= 
ty ; and that whereever the 
Bounds of our Empire have 
reach'd in antient Times , 


- there ſtill remains on - the 


1- 


minds of the people, a 'Re- 


? 
If 
yi 
, 
W 


> 


membrance of the eaſineſy 
of the Enghſþ Government. 
If all this wilt not fatisfie 
him\ chat the Engliſh are not 
G 2 of 


8. 


4 


Obſervations on Mr. Sorbier's 
of a more Servile Diſpofiti 
on then other Countries ; | 
will put him upon an Em 
ployment, which may wel 
become his Abilities: Le ! 
him make a' computation d < 
the Footmen, Grooms « Þ 
Chambers , ad Cooks u Y 
Europe, and then let him tl C 
me,whether he finds thoſe d 4% 
the Engliſh Nation to be th. © 
moſt Numerous. ſt 
 Heafferts, that the Eng 4 


liſh are ſuſpicious, dark,, it 
regular, caprichious, andthi 


they have a Melancholly pea f 
liar to themſelves. In thi t 
methink 


pas fwns#s— fb 
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i| methinks his ſmall Philoſo- 
| phy ſhould have inſtrutted 
1. him berter, thac ſuch diſmal 
| qualities are not the necel- 
« ſary Companions of the 
« Complexion of Angels,which 
os be allows them. But he that 
in went dauncing from Paris to 
4 Calazs, and at Calazz, as ſoon 
5 as he alighted out of the 
i Chaſſe Marin, could not ab- 

ſtain from going to a Pup- 
 pet-Play ( forthatI ſuppoſe 
;. he means, when he ſays, he 
4 ſaw a Comedy there ) 1s nota 
| firman to Cenſure what is 
x the difference,berween what 
- G 3 1s 
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Obſervations on Mr. Sorbier, 
is Fantaſtical , and 
Humour, between the Seri 
pus, and the Sullen. Hoy 
ever he has made ſome Re. 
compence to us for this dil 
grace, He has deſcrib{ - 
the Vigorous , and th 
Sprightly Humour of th 
French, in ſuch a manner, 
as makes itno very defirabl 
Accompliſhment, For k 


P. 16, 11s us, that whereever th 


come, they make fuch a Noy 
a4 to draw all the Children,anl 
tbeDogs in the Town after then. 
And I ſuppoſe, itis ſuch 
kind of Bruit as this, that 
Morjiea| | 


) 
'F} 
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Monſieur de Sorbiere ſays, he 
has made in all places,where 
he arrived. 

He often fays , that we 
are all Idle, Sluggiſh, and 
Doe-littles. Upon this he in- 
fiſts ſo frequently , that 1 
conceive his French Rea- 
ders,chat never ſaw England, 
will be apt to believe that he 
found it ſuch a Country as 
Lubberland ; that he caught 
all the Inhabitants ſtretch'd 
out on their Backs, and 
ſleeping under Trees, Bur 
whence could he gather this 
conception of our ſtypidi- 

G 4 ty? 
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Obſervations on Mr. Sorbier's 
ty 2 The places that he vi- 
fited ,, were onely thoſe on 
the Road to Oxford,and Lon- 
don, and ſome few other No- 
blemens houſes beſides. 1 
hope he did not conclude 
our Nation to be {ſo lazy, 
from the quiet ofthe ſtreets, 
and the retirement of the 
Colleges in the Univerſity : 
yet when I remember what 
judgement he made on our 
Rudenels at Dower, and from 
whence he took his conje- 
ture, Iam likewife inclin'd. 
to think that he has diſcrett- 


on enough to determine up- 
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on the Engliſh ſluggiſhneſs, 
from the private way of liv- 
ing of our Scholars. It muſt 
be ſo, For every where elſe 
he beheld many marks of 


\ diligence, In his Journey 


ro London, he confeſſes, It p, x. 
was admirable to ſee, what an 
infinite number of Seamen, and 
Shipwrights, were at work. on 
the Banks of the Thames. In 
London it ſelf he reports,thar 
there are more Shops. and bet- P. 40. 
ter beautified, then in any Citty 
in the World. He found every 
where in England, men buſie 
about Natural Experiments , 


from 


- 


; 


: 
: 
: 
: 

: 


90 Obſervations on Mr. Sorbier's 
from whoſe labours he 3 confi- 
P. 80. ent, mankind may expect pro- | 
digious Inventions. And ard 
all theſe the figns of an over- 
grown ſlothfulnels ? But be- 
ſides thele, Sir, he never 
ſaw any of the cheit Seats gf 
the Engliſb Induſtry, he be- 
held nor the Cole-pits of Neu 
Caſtle, the Clothworks of the 
Weſt, and the North, the Lead 
Mines of Derby, the Orchard 
of Hereford, the Plough-land 
of Devon, the New Rivers 
the Ferns, the Zinn Mines d - 
Cornwall. Theſe, and many! 
more,he ſhould have view d: 


he! 


j 


| ; 


| 
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he ſhould thence have pal- 
ſed into our Weſtern Colomes: 
he ſhould have conſidered 
the Sugar works of the Bar- 
badoes, the Tobacco Plantati- 
ons of Virginia, the Silk Trade 
that is begun there, and the 
Vaſt Mole, which goes on at 
Tangier , that pittifull place 
( as he terms it: ) after all 
theſe ſurveys he might have 
been a fitter Judge of the 


P.175, 


Engliſh labours. This ex- 


attneſs of Information might 


' have been expefted from an 


Hiſtoriograpber Royal. But he 
has been as carefull in this, 
ad 


92 


Obſervations on Mr. Sorbier's | 


as in moſt of the reſt of his. 


Intelligence, For as ſoon as | 


ever he ſets his foot on the 
Engliſh ſhore, he ſtrait poſi- 


P 16, Cively condemns all the whole 


P. 21-. 


' Nation of lazineſs, from the 


first PoSthorſe that he ſay 
gallop. 

His laſt diſgrace 1s the En- 
gliſh cowardize. And the oc- 
cafion from whence he takes 
this Obſervation 1s very re- 
markable, He ſaw an Oxford 
Scholar affronted by a French- 
man that had been ſeven years 


the Protetors ſoldier : And | 


thence He paſſes ſentence on 
the 


m——__— 
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the baſeneſs of our Nation. 
Whar. Sir,will the Dutch and 
the Spaniards think of this ? 
The one, when they remer'< 
ber the Battels of Portland, 
and the North forland ; and 
the other, when they call to 
mind Zenariff, and the ſandy 
bills of Dunkirk? Will they 
not take it very 1ll at his 
hands.that he ſhould reckon 
all thoſe for Comwards, whom 
Cromwells Soldiers had de- 
feated ? But if our late civil 
Warrs have not given an un- 


| confutable evidence of the 


Engliſh valour : if the mag- 


nanimous 
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nanimous Deaths of ſo ma- 
ny Martyrs for the Royall 
Cauſe do not prove it; It 
Eighty Eight : it the In- 
mortal Sir Richard Greenuill, | 
if our Conqueſts of [reland, 
and Scotland be forgotten : 
it zhe joynt Teſtimony of al- 
moſt all the Hiſtorical Wri« | 
cers for theſe laſt fix hun- | | 
dred years be of no ac- | | 
count : yet (to fay no more) [1 
E could never have believ'd , ' 
that any French Hiſtoriogra« * 
pher would have given it un- | 6 
der his hand, that the En- | 
gliſbare Cowards, 8 

And 
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And now, Sir, having 
laid all theſe Ignominies to- 
gether, would you not have 
gheſs'd that he would never 
have dar'd, to pronounce ſo 
boldly upon us , unleſs he 
had convers'd all his Lite 
time with us ; unleſs he had 
throughly ſtudied ourTem- 
| per, anddeeply pierc'd by 
| along ſearch intotheCom- 
| poſition of our Nature? Bur 
' when I find, that as ſoon a5 
ever he was call'd Monſieur 
; bythe Children of Dover , he 
ſtrait makes Concluſion of our 
general Inhoſpitality : and of 


our 
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 Zealander, that was his fel. 


Obſervations en Mr. Sorbier's 
our Inſolence from the next Car- 
rier that he employ'd : and 
our Abuſtoeneſs, from a ſill | 


low-Traveller : and of our} | 
want of Courage, from a piti-| | 
ful Fray between a naked ſcho-| | 
lar ., and an armed Frenth| | 
Souldier, at Beaconsfield. This} ( 
puts me in mind of the} | 
Judgment, which one of the] } 
greateſt men that everliv'd,} t 
did paſle on the Antien| { 
Gaules. It was the expe-) « 
rience of Ceſar himſelf, «| » 
their trifling, and change-| © 
able Humour, that 772 their 


mo 


pg 
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moſt ſolemn Councils, they de- 
termin'd on the weightieſt Af- 


fairs, upon the Authority of 
| any ſlender Report of the next 


wmandring Pedlar. This 1 
hope I may repeat, without 
offending the preſent French 
Nation. For I do not fay, 


| (as Monſreur de Sorbiere of 


us ) That it came from the 
Nature of their Soyl, and that 
therefore it muſt needs de- 
{cend on all that are born 


| on the ſame Earth. But 1 


only athrm. that I know a 
certain French Trumpeter . 
that has made good this 

H Obſer- 
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Obſervation of Caſars, 
This , Sir,, being the 
Form, which he has fan- 
ci'd in his Brain of the wild 
Manners of the Engliſh , it 
is cafie to ghels, what 
thoughts he has of their Re- 
ligion, And the Truth 1s, 
having repreſented us , as 
{uch Monſters, in our Cl- 
vilCuſtoms, and Behaviour, 
he could dono other , then 


paint us out to be as bad a 
Infidels, in cur Spiritual 


Condition. For whoſe 
ever are Barbarous in thar 
Lives , can never be good 


Chriſtian 
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Chriſtians in their Hearts, It 
is the peculiar glory of the 
True Chriſtianity , that 1t 
does not onely Save, but 
Civilize, its Reall Profet- 
lours. 

We ſhall therefore find, 
that his reproaches are pro- 
portionable;concerning our 
Relipion. And by the Ir- 
reverence of the Language 
which he uſes towards 1t , 
you may perceive, that he 
did not only learn from the 
Trooper that was bis Compani- 
on to Oxford, that the Eng- 
li are Jnſolent, and Co- 

Ha wmards? 
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Obſervations on Mr. Sorbier'; 
wards : But that he alſo fur. 
niſh*d him with this Intellj. 
gence of Church, For thi 


account, which he has her] 


ſet down, could have bee 
oiyen by no man Living { 


properly, as by one that hu] 


been a Soldier in Cromwell, 


; 


Army.To pals by the triend- 
ly names of Schiſmaticks.and| 


Hereticks,which he as freely 
beſtows upon us as if they 


were our National Titles: 
he has ventur'd to ſay, that! 


We ſeparated from the Churd 
of Rome for ſhameful cauſes, 


that are known to all th 
World: 


| 
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World : that the people has an P.4.3. 


4 univerſal Averſion from the 


Religion eftabliſhd by Law : 

that there 7s a probability, that : 

all our Sefis may ſhortly unite ** 
to deſtroy it : that our ſolemn 


| Publique Prayers are only a F.43. 


Morſel of a Liturgy : that P.g4. 


.| the ing did the moſt hazard. 
| ous thing he could undertake, 
ly] #hen he reftor d Epiſcopacy - 


that our Eccleſiaſtical Govern- 


| ment 5 nothing elſe, but the 
' Shaddow, and the Corruption 


of the true Hierarchy: that þ 45, 
the Introdufiion of our Church= 
Service into Scotland, was the 

H-3 cauſe 


102 


. that our chief Clergy men, wh 


* borribly abuſe their Jurizdifii 


Obſervations on Mr. Sorbier's | 


cauſe of the ſhedding of ſo muck 
Blood in the three Nations 


bave Pluralities of Benefices, 
make their Grooms their Cy: 
rats : that our Biſbops 4 


on, in their Excommunicati- 
ons , and Impoſitions : that 
they are ſo haughty, that now 


OGG + oy al. Bs 
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of the Inferiour Priefis dar 


ſpeak. to them : that they 1d 


P. 62, the Church, by letting its Ta | 
fe for thirty years ; getting al 


63. 


the Money into their om 
Pockets, and leaving only « 
ſmall Revenue to their Suc- 

; ceſſours: 


| 


s Voyage into Eneland. I03 
| ceſſours: that England iz aP.63. 
5] Country, where 10 man 1s a- 
tl fraid of committing Simony, 
5,Þ This, Sir, 1s his Judgment 
1-| of our Church. And you 
| may be pleas'd to obſerve , 
i-| that this Catalogue of Slan- 
| ders 1s equally made up of 
x| thoſe, which the moſt turi- 
} ous of the Romaniſts on the 
72] one fide, and the moſt Fa- 
| natick, amongſt the Non-con- 
1-| formiſis on the other , are 
| wont to Revile us withall : 
| Sothat in repeating them , 
he does at once aGt both the 


Parts, which he had before 
; H 4 plaid 
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plaid in the World ac ſeve. 
ral times, that of a violent 
Calviniſt, and a Feſuittca 
Fapiſt. 

And firſt, 1t 1s falſe that 
our Engliſh Reformation be. 
gan upon a ſhamefull occaſion, 
or from the extravagance 
a private paſhon. 1 knoy 
he has the famous ſtory of 
Aing Henry's Divorce to op- 


poſe againſt what I fay, But! 


I am not ſtartled art that, no 
more then at the Fable & 
our Biſhops Confecration at 
the Naggs-head Tavern ; 0, 
of the Mentiſh-mens having 
. long 


| 


; 
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lons Tayls for the murder 
of Thomas Becket. Such fri- 
volous Arguments as theſe 
might have ſerved well e- 
nough in the Mouths of the 
Moncks two hundred years 
ag0e : But they will not paſs 
lo eafily in a Philoſophical, 
and Inquifirive Age. In 
breit therefore, Sir, 1t 1s evi- 
d:nt that Ming Henry the 
Eighth did never intend to 


proceed to a much greater 


diſtance trom the Koman See, 


then the Gallican Church 


maintains at this day. There, 


13 no man of our Church, that, 


locks 
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formation. We onely elteem 


Obſervations on Mr. Sorbier's | 
looks upon his breach with 


the Pope, to have been a Re. 


it to be of the nature of 
thoſe Quarrels, which many | 
Princes in the moſt Catholick | 
Countries, have manag da- | 
gainſt the Holy Chair, The | 
Reformation to which we ! 
ſtand is of a latter date. The 
Primitive Reformers amongſt | 
us , beheld the Reaſon of 
men tamely ſubjeCted to one 
mans Command , and the | 
Sovereign Powers of all. 
Chriſtendom ſtill expos'd to | 
be check'd, and deſtroy'd 
by 


T'ojage into England. 

by th2 Refolutions of his 
private Will. Upon this 
they arole to pertorm two 
of the greateſt Works in the 
World, at once to deliver 
the mindsof Chriſtians trom 
Tyranny, and the Dignity 
of the Throne from Spiri- 
tual Bondage, Whatever 
was the accidental, this was 
the Real Cauſe of our firſt 
Reformation, and of their ſe- 
paration from us, not ours 
trom them. And this was 
an event which mult needs 
have come to paſs near the 
time in which it did,though 

Hling 
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Ring Henry had never torſa- 
ken his Wife. Let him there. 
fore know, that our Doctrine 


. (as much ſpoyl'd as it i9,in his 


opinion ) was eſtabliſh'd by | 


Chriſt and his Apoſtles ; and 


that the Ceremonies of our 
Worſhip, were not ſct up 


| 


by faction, or by popular | 


Fury, but by the deliberate 
Counſels of Wiſemen, and 


by the authority of that | 


power, which bears the im- | 


mediate Image of God. This, 


Ir, I have ſaid in Vindicati- | 


on of our Church , not ſo 
much to fatisfie this idle 
Dreamer 
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Dreamer upon Parnaſſus, as 
out of the love which I bear 
to many well-meaning Ca- 
tholiques amongſt us, who 
have this Argument ſome- 


times in their mouths , of 


whom I know very many , 
whole wiſhes for the happ1- 
neſs of their Country, and 
for its freedom from forein 
Ulurpations.are as honour- 
able as any Engliſhmens |1v- 
ing. As for Monſieur de Sor- 
bier's part, it had been a ſut- 
hcient Reply to him, that 
can name a man, who has 


indeed ſeparated from the Re- 


ligion 
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ligion wherein he was born, for | 
a ſhamefull cauſe which is 
known to all the World. 

He declares that the people 
of England have an univerſal | 
averſion from the eſtablilh'd 
Worſhip. But here I cannot | 
ſay that of him for which lie | 
commends Doftor Wallis.that | 
He 1s one of the besF Account- 
ants in the World, This po- 
fitive Computation he ne- 
ver was In any capaclty t0 
make, he never ſaw any of 
the middle, or the remoter | 
parts of our Nation, where 
Non-conformity 18 but very 
{pa- 


ior Roceeendit > WW a. wYd.2>.. 


Voyage into England. 
ſparingly ſpread. He never 
convers d with the valt Bo- 
dy of Gentry,and Yeoman- 
ry that live Country lives, 
who are generally uninte- 
Ged. It 1s London alone on 
which he mult rely for this 
calculation. And yet even 
In this too, I dare openly 
allure him , that che farr 
greater number is for the 
Rights of the Church, then 
againſt them. Bur I adviſe 
Monſieur de Sorbiere, that be- 
fore he thinks himſelf able 
to make an exatt judgment 
of the Number of our Reli- 


g10US 


ITy 
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gj0us Seas, he would firſt 
corre® all his errours 1n 
Arithmetick, which are to} 
be found in this Book.about 
the moſt obvious things, in | 
reckoning of which , it was 
enough to have onely had | 
the underſtanding of the | 
leaſt childe that he ever 
taught. I will onely produce | 
one inthis place. Have we 
not reaſon to rely upon his 
opinion of the difference of 
the parties in the whole 
Kingdom ; when in the lcalt 
number that can be. he has 
miſtaken halt ; For,heſays, 

that 


_ 4.7. | » THE - 


| mitstothe Temporal, This ve- 
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that the double-bottom'd Veſſel 
bas two Maſts in the Front 
when every Sculler on the 
Thames knows it has but 
One. 

He affirms, that the Go- 
vernment of our Biſhops 33 n0- 


| thing elſe, but the ſhaddow, 


and the corruption of a True 


| Heerarchy. And he gives this 


excellent Reaſon for it, be- 
Spir1 5 

cauſe here the Spiritual ſub _ 
ry Argument I will turn up- 
on himlelf. Ir 1s therefore 
the True, the Sound, the 
Apoſtolical Epiſcopacy : be- 
H I cauſe 
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cauſe it does yield to the Tem- 
poral Power, which elſe coull 
be nothing but a ſhaddow. || i 
is the glory of the Church! | 
England, that it never re.| 
ſiſted Authority , nor in-} | 
oag'd in Rebellion :- which} | 
1s a praiſe, that makes much] 
to its advantage , In the 
minds of all thoſe, who have 
read of the diſmal effeCts of 
the Scotch Covenant, and the 
boly League. 

He fays,that our King di 
put himſelf on the moſt dange- 
rous Enterpriſe that could be 
attempted , when he reſtored 


Epi ſcopac. 


ym tan.. 
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| Fpiſcopacy. And yet he con- 
fefles that our other Sets are P <2 

o 3 4 
| inconſiſtent with any Govern- 


ment but a Common-wealth. 


.\ What dreadfull danger 
-} could be imagind in a Mo- 


narchs deſtroying that,which 
mult needs fall of it ſelf in 
a Monarchy But to ſhew 
how much he was miſtaken, 
Ir 1s evident, that upon his 
Majeſty's moſt glorious Re- 
turn, the Church ſoon reco- 
ver'd all its rights of Eccle- 
faſtical JuriſdiQtion, of fit- 
ting in Parliament,and even 
all ics Lands, which had 

I 2 been 
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been long held by Armed ! 
Ulſurpers , without any «.| © 

ther Oppoſition, then what! 7* 

was made by General Venny, ! 

and his forty men : who it| © 
ſeems did run the greate| } 
bazard of the two. : 

He declares that there | | 

| 


| 


fo great a diſtance between our * 
Biſhops, and our inferior Cler- 
gy, that theſe dare not ſpeak * 
to., nor ſtand cover d before, 
them. This, Sir, you and1 
can. prove to be a manifeſt 
Untruth, by ſeveral Inſtan- 
ces. But however , what 
courſe can we take to pleaſc 
this 


p? ;| | Voyage into Enelaxnd,. I 17 


ned! this grave Cenſurer of our 
a. Civility 2 He here diſlikes the 
hat reſpefts , that we ſhew to our 
wr, cheif Churchmen : and in an+ 
| other place, He condemns the 
| familiar behaviour of our com- 
| mon Soldiers toward; their Of- 
i} ficers. He abuſes the Clergy- 
men for ſtanding bare to thoſe 
Reverend and Aged Perſons ;, 
jþ and the Rea-Coats for Reeping P.122. 
on their Hatts in the preſence 
1 of their Captains. How ſuffi- 
4 Cclenta Judge 1s he of good 
manners, that would bring 
e | the rude Cuſtoms of a Camp 
. | intothe Church,and the Pun« 
; Il3 . Gilio's 
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Qilio's of Obſervance , and 
Courtſhip,into an Army, S 

But he accules us of {| 
oreater Crime, It 1s butjuſ 
that there ſhould be ſo gre 
a diftance , if our Clergynel 
that have Pluralities , nidk; 
their Grooms ſupply their Cure 
In this part of his Charaft 
he certainly,Sir,miſtook the 
Country, and intended thi 
tor ſome other Mingdom i 
Europe, where he had all 
milſs'd of a Medall. It is: 
fign that he is as little ac- 
quainted with his owt 
Church, as he is with ours 

(l 


's | Fojage into England. II9 
n& or elſe he would never have 
| objetted to us our Pluralities, 
fi which are infinitely fewer , 
uf and more confin'd amongſt 
2 us: he would never have 
ml ventur'd to upbraid us with 
th the Ignorance of our Pariſh 
rw. Prieſts, leſt we ſhould have 
tt: provok'd the whole Church 
he of Rome toa compariſon, In 
iis breif, Sir, our Slaves do not 
in ferve at our Altars: and I 
{6 will alſo add, that our Cheif 
3: Spiritual Dignitiesare not 1n- 
:, tayld upon Families , nor 
mn, poſleſs'd by Children. In all 
;; the Pariſhes of England; 1 
i I 4 dare 
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dare challenge not onely 
him chat 13a Stranger , but 
the moſt bitter Enemies to 


our Diſcipline , to ſhey 


me 7wenty Pulpits, that are 


fll'd with men, who have 
not ſpent their Youth in 


Studies to prepare them, 


and who have not the Au. 
tbority of Holy Orders. 


That He has preſum d tl 


call our Publique Solemn 


Prayers, only a Morſel , or « . 


Scrap of a Liturgy 1 do 
not much wonder, For he 
that has long made his own 


Religion bis Cook. ( as one of | 


Our 


' 
' 


| 


| 
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our Poets exprelles 1t ) may 
well be thought 1rreligious 
enough ; totake a Metaphor 
for ours from a Kitchin, 
But beſides this, he alerts. 
that the [ntroduftion of the En- 
gliſþ Liturgy into Scotland, 


was the cauſe of the ſhedding of 


all the Blood in the three Na- 
tions. This Speech might 


have well fitted the mouth of 
Bradſhaw, or the Pen of 


Ireton. For it lays all the 
gwlcof fomuch Slaughter , 
on the moſt Innocent, and 
molt merciful Prince , that 
eyer ware a Crown; by 


whoſe 


I'2I 
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whoſe ſpecial care, an Uni. 
formity of Worſhip was at- 
tempted in that Kingdone, 
But to give him better light, 


and to let him ſee, that there 


were other Cauſes of our 
Miſeries, in one of thekc 
three Countries at leaſt, | 
would fain have him ask 
this Queſtion of the Pye' 
Lepgat that was in Jreland, 
whether the horrible Jriþ 
Maſſacre was committed for 
no other reaſon, but only out 
of a tender Brotherly ſenle 
of the Yoke which was laid 


by the Common-Prayer , 0 


the | 
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=} the Scotchmen's Conſciences. 
- He tells us, that 7t zs an 
| ordinary thing with our Bi- 
| ſhops, to exerciſe their Eccle- 
e ſraftical Cenſures upon frivolous 
ri accounts, But methinks he 
e might have remembred,that 
[' it was not probable, they 
k ſhould ſeek out any trifling 
's occaſions of excommunica- 
, tion, when,by his own con- 
h feffion, they have ſo ma- 
rx. ny weighty Provocations : 
t 1tthatbetrue, that the whole 
& Nation neglefs their Diſci- 
d pline, But, Sir, youknow 
n| It is apparenCtoall indiffe- 
x | rent 


—_— 
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and that the Puniſhments, 
the moſt part proceeded 
from the 7emporal Sword , 


becauſe he here quarrels at 
the Abſolutenels of our Bi- 


be anſwer d by the whole 


Clergy of the Church of Rome, 
who ought to be alarnv'd by 


/ 


rent Men, that the Biſhops | 
have been moſt remarkably | 
moderate in their Viſitation ; | 


/ 
[ 


which have been inflifted | 


on the Obſtinate , have for | 


and not the Spiritual. But, | 


ſhop's power, Ileave him to | 


this. For if ours ſhal berepu- | 
ted ſo Tyrannical,what will | 
they | 


| 
| theybe eſteem'd,whoſe]Juril- 


| 
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diction is fo much larger ? 
He goes on to defame our 
Biſhops. He ſays, they have 
imbezled the Church Lands , 
tomake their own Families 
Rich. This, Sir, 1s an Ob- 
jeftion , which though it 


' vas at firſt manag d againſt 


them with great Clamour , 
by the common Enemies of 


; the Ming, and the Church - 


yernow upon a calmer con- 
fideration of things, it has 
univerſally loſt its credir , 


| even 1n thoſe places where 


| he ſays, the Engliſh take To. F-130. 


bacco 
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bacco half the day together ; 
from whence he acknowledpes , | 
that he had a good part of by | 
Relations. The firſt mur. 
murs againſt them were 
rats'd,becaule they receiv'd| 
alrogether , ſome part of 
that which was their due,} 
for twenty years before.But 
the Envy of that was quick- 
ly ſcatter'd,when it was mas: 
nifeſt how many publique, 
and Generous works they: 
have -promoted. Beſides 
the firſt Fruits, and Tenths, 
and above all the Subfidie, 
which have ſwept awaj 


—_ 
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a good part of their gains , 
they have compounded wich 
a very great Number of the 


* Purchaſers; they have in- 


creas'd the Vicaredges in 


' their Gift to Fourſcore 


Pounds a year : they have 
indow'd Alms-Houſes, and 
Colleges , they have built 


-| Chappels, they have re- 
-| paired the Epiſcopal Pala- 
*,. ces, and Cathedrals, which 


were generally gone to Ru- 
ine ; they have redeem'd 


; at once all the Engliſh, that 


were Slaves at Algiers, and 


that too | dareaflurehim , 


without 
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without any intent to make Cy- 
rats of them. 

The Account which hy 


gives of their letting Leaſes 1s 


moſt ridiculous. There! 


1s no man amongſt them, 
that lets aLeaſe for thirty years, 
The Reſervd Rent 1s that 


which was always the ſtand-! 


ing Revenue of the Church, 
Nor ought this Cuſtom to 


be Objetted againſt the} 


—_— 


Church of England. It is. © 


the ſame courle which istz-/ 


ken in France, and moſt 0- 


ther parts of Chriſtendon, 


Nay,to go farther,the /ettiy 
of 


—_— ac ma - a 
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of Church Leaſes is a bufi- 
neſs, whoſe Regulation was 
brought about fince the 
time , that the Church of 
Rome divided from us. Be- 
fore Queen Elizabeth's reign, 
the Churchmen had a power 
of Farming out their Lands, 
not only for Zhirty, but for 


| Ninety Nine years. It was 


Shee, that firſt confin'd the 
Term to One and Twenty ; 
and ſo it ſtill remains, He 
ought not therefore tc reckon 
this praffice as our diſgrace : 
when the good order, that 1s 


now us'd.abour it, is the pe- 
K culiar 
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to the Engliſh Reformation. 
Bur to Conclude, if m 
Man fears Simony in England, 
then there is no man that is 
affrighted with puniſhment, 
For our Laws are as ſtrif 
againſt it, and as ſeverely 
executed, as any where el(c, 
However, if it were true, 
( which 1s far from being 
ſo ) that we Simoniacally 
imploy the Church eſtate to 
Secular uſes ; yet this ſounds 
very ill from that Layman's 
Pen, who, when he writ 
this Voyage, was main- 
taind 
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culiar honour, that belongs | 


—— 


d 1 
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| tain'd out of the £Ecclefraſti- 


cal Revenue, This, Sir, was 
Monſreur de Sorbiere's Caſe. 
And the firſt Office 'of a 
Churchman that ever he per- 
form'd , was 1n this Book, 
where He devoutly prays to 
God, to make Mr, Hobbs a 
Roman Catholique. Which 
if his prayers can obtain 
from Heaven, he deſerves 
not only to be made a Prieſt, 
or Biſhop, but even a Saint 
too « For this will be a far 


greater Miracle, then any of 


thoſe for which many have 
been Canoniz,d. 


'K 2 And 
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P. 99. 


132 


Obſervations on Mr. Sorbier's 
And now, 9v1r, can you | 
require any greater ſigns of 
Monſieur de Sorbier's Sinceri- 
ty in his Religion ? He has 
accus'd of Simony, the moſt 
Incorrupt : of Pride , the 
Humbleſt : of Rapacity,the 
moſt Innocent ; of Igno- 
rance, the moſt Learned : 
of falſe DoCtrine, the molt | 
Primitive ; of 11] Diſcipline, 
the moſt Decent Church un- 
der Heaven, And when 
nothing elſe could be faid, 
he even upbraids it with its 
Submiſſion and Obedience, To 
ſhew, (that he isas ill a Di- 
ſciple 
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| ſciple of Mr. Hobbes's, whom 


he pretends to admire, as 
heis of the Apoſtles. ) Not- 
withſtanding all which im- 
pudent Dilgraces , there 
remains this one comfort to 
the Church of England, that 
the ame man, who now vi- 
lifies Her ſo baſely,had once 
zmean thoughts of the God- 
Head of Her blefled Founder 
Himſelf. 


But 1t 1s eafie to conje- 


ture at the Cauſe of this his 
harſh Uſage of our Church. 
fe had but lately Apoſta- 
tz d from the Reformed Re- 

K 3 higion 
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ligion in France : he was but - 
juſt enter'd into the Romiſh 
Communion. And he ſy- 
ſpefted , that there might 
be ſome doubts ſti]l remain- 
ing on mens minds , of the 
Reality of his Converſion , 
which might turn to the 
prejudice not onely of his 
Spiritual, but of his Tem- | 
poral Eſtate : he had given | 
himſelf out for a great Phi. 
boſopher : and he underſtood 
well enough, that few Phi- 
loſophers are thought to al- 
ter their minds, that have 
once been Proteſtants, He 

Was 
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| yas therefore reſolv'd to 


give an Unqueſtionable 
proof of his Eſtabliſhment 


in the Faith, by reviling the 
Church of England. And 
in performing this, I con-+ 
fels, Sir, he has Counter- 
feited the Zealot very well : 
ke has proſecuted Us, with 


. all the Violence, and Bi- 
| gottry , which commonly 


accompanies new Converts. 
But yet I beleive this will 
hardly do his buſineſs, Even 
in this very Book, he gives 
Evidence enough, that Cal- 
viniſm, and Hereſre, are not 

K 4 wholy 
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wholy rooted out of his | 
Heart. He groſly abules 
the moſt devoted Children 
of the Church of Rome, the 
Engliſh Roman Catholiques, 
He complains of them, that 
they have no mind to diſturb 
the Peace of their Country to- 
mards the reftoration of their 
Religion ; which is indeed 
ſpoken to their Honour , 
though he intends it to their 
Shame. He ſays, that they 
are not ſo zealous in their Way, 
as forein Papiſts, the quite 
contrary to which is true : 
he makes, as if they never 


ſay 
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| ſow the True Maſs perform'd - 


he affirms, that they are all ,, PR 
born in Servitude , and de- 
baſes ſo many Anrient,Rich, 
and Honourable Families , 
to the condition, and the 
minds, of Slaves. In all 
theſe Speeches, he does not 
expreſs any certain mark of 
a True Profelyte, But a- 
bove all , he has ſet down 
ſuch a determination of his 
Faith, that if he had made 
tin [taly, or Spain, he had 
undoubtedly fallen into the 
Inquiſition, He boldly pro- 
nounces , that Zranſubſtan- 
H.AT110N, 
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tiation, Purgatory, the Me- 
P.4%. rit of Works, Inuocation of | 
Saints, the Supremacy of the 
Biſhop of Rome , the authori- 
ty of Councils, and the Infal- 
libility of the Pope , are none 
of them Fundamental D6- 
Girines, What greater - A- 
pology could be made for 
| the Church of England, 
which he has ſo much 
defam'd : ſeeing theſe are 
the onely ſhameful Cauſes , 
for which we diſſented from 

Rome 2 

ButI leave him to be cor- 
reed by the Pope's Sen- 
tence 


- | Thaveheard of the Magna- 
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| tence for theſe Herefies : 
which perhaps the Holy Fa- 

ther has reaſon to think, do 

more ſhake the Holy Chair, 
then'the tive points of Zan- 

ſemus thar he condemn'd : 
which Monfieur de Sorbiere 

fays, did raiſe a diſpute about p,0, 
a matter of Nothing. 


From our Religion, Let 
us follow him to our Govern- 
ment, And here, Sir, I 
was at firſt a little ata ſtand 
how to deal with him. But 


nimous reſolution of the 
late 
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late Duke of Buckingham , 
who would never permit 
any Apologyto be written for 
him. And I confider,that 
it is almoſt as great an arro- 
gance for one obſcure Wri- 
ter, to undertake to defend 
the Actions of Great Princes, 
as It 18 for another to defame 

them. TI will not therefore 
inlarge my Speech in the 

praiſes of the preſent hap- 
pineſs of England , or in 
paying all the acknowledge- 
ments, which are due to 
our Sovereign, for the blel- 
fings of His Reign. That 1s 
a 
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| a Subje& ficter for a more 
elaborate Volum, then a fin- 
ole Letter , and for a far 
more elegant Pen then mine, 

| will onely here ſhew the 
Vanity of our Hiſtoriogra- 
jhers groundleſs ſuggeſti- - 
os. And as an Introdu- 
Gon to what he ſays , con- 
cerning the Political condi- 
non of this Nation , I will 
irſt oblerve how he deals 
vith ſome others of the cheit 
Crown'd Heads in Europe. 
You will perhaps, Sir, be 
very hardly induc'd to be- 
leive, that hecan be guil- 


ty 
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ty of diſreſpe&t ro Monarchy, 
or Sovereign Princes , when 
you behold him fo Panegy- 
rically given towards that 
Government, as to take the 
pains, to go five or fix thou- 
ſand miles . to find out a 
Race of Kings to commend, 
For he here ſpeaks very zea- 

louſly in praiſe of the muſt 


P.117> 
118. f? Vertuons, and moſt religious 


Hings of China, This, Sur, 
cannot bur applaud in him; 
and toſhew how much this 
one teſtimony of his good 
manners has wrought with 
me, [Twill not be harſh up- 


On 
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on him in this place. 1 
will not call in queſtion the 
credit of his Intelligence 
from the fartheſt Eaſt,which 
you {ce is ſo falſe , about a 
Country, that lies only ſeven 
Leagues diftant from his 
own. Nay, 1 will not fo 
much as inquire whether c- 
ver he met with any Chineſe 
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Madam Fiennes to give him P.118. 


this Information. | will 
graunt , that the Aings of 
China have been great Men- 
ders of Bridges, and Planters 
oe Orchards, But I will on- 
ly now ſoftly put him in 

mind 
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mind , that while his Pen | 
did overflow with ſweet ' 
words, upon the Hings of | 


China. he has handled the 


Kings of Sweden and Denmark | 


more cruelly, then Diony{;- 
#5 the Tyrant would have 


done, when he was a Ming , | 


much leſs when he was a 
Schole-Mafler. 

Of the two laſt Mings of 
Sweden he affirms, that #heir 
Glory 3s almoſt wholy vaniſh d: 
and that all moderate men muſl 
needs read the Deſolations , 
which they caus'd with Horror. 


You ee, Sir, what an excel- 
lent 
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lent occaſion he has here 
oven me of Triumphing 
over him. You know very 
yell, how many grear, and 
rrefiſtable arguments, this 
matter might ſuggeſt ro me : 
what might not be ſaid of 
that ViFForious Nation ? how 
copious might I be inex- 
olling the indefatigable In- 
tuſtry, the Condu@ , the 
Good Fortune, the Gene- 
rofiry of thoſe Kings ? What 
ſons might here be 
asd, in appealing to all 
Mankind, and in aggrava- 
ing the common miſery of 


L all 
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all Great Commanders oi 
Armies, 1f 1t ſhall be per- 
mitted to every ſmall Pam- 
phleteer to 1nvade their 
Lives, and to arraign their 
Aſhes , when he pleaſes ? 
But there 1sno need of go- 
ing ſo powerfully to work, 
or of imploying againſt him 
any of the Lofty, and Tra- 
gical Forces of Eloquence, 
It will ſuffice, 1f I recall to 
his Memory, the Title in 
which he boaſts ſo much, 
I will only ask him, how the 
Hiſtoriographer ot France can 
allert che Wars of Guftavns 

Adolphu 


| ſors; 
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:| Adolpbusto have been hor- 


rible Divaſtations, without 
caſting ſome ſhare of the 
Diſhonor on the Crown of 
France it ſelf ? For (it we 
will believe all the French 
Writers of that time ) there 
was a ſtrictConfederacy.and 
a real Union of Intereſts,be- 
ween thoſe Two mighty Mo- 
wrchs. 1 give him leave to 
uſe the Fame of the MXings 
of Sweden as he pleaſes. Let 
them in his account pals 
tor Theives, and Opprel- 
They deſerve fo to 
be us d : for they were mor- 

L 2 tal 
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tal Enemies to that belov'd 
Country.with whoſe Mufick, 
and Latin, and Dancing, he 
was before ſo muchraviſÞ'd, 
E only bid him look back 
on the relation, which Lewy 
the Juſt had to Lewis the 
Fourteenth, and then let him 
try to vindicate himſclt for 
overturning the Trophies 
of the Father, in the ſame 


Book,, wherein he declares, |. 


that He travell d abroad in q 
Waggon, to ſpread the glo- 
ry of the Son. 

But the Fame of thoſe 


| dead Princes is plac'd above 
| the 


ON — _ — / OY WE Y CCS y a) — 


Voyage into England. 
the reach of his Envy : let 
us, S1r,, confider how he be. 
haves himſelf towards the 
living. What a long Story 
( or rather, as he himſelf 
files 1t, Romance ) has he 
here made , of the life of 
Vifelt the Dane , on which 
te builds the juſtification of 
tn Crimes, and condenms the 


> | ing of Denmark's Fuſtice 


And yet at the ſame time he 
xknowledges, that He took 
te whole Relation,only from the 
Mouth of Ulefelt's own Wife. 
After this, have the Hangs of 
bina any great reaſon to be 
L3 proud 
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proud of this Mans good 


will ? when he has here ex. 
preſs'd no more Judgment, 
nor Integrity, then from 
the fingle and partial Infor- 
mation of a Woman, to ac- 
quit a man that had been 
hang'd in Effigie in Den- 
mark. ,, and has been ſince 
kill'd as he was purſued tor 
High Treaſon ? 

Upon the fight of all this, 
Sir, I may well return ſe- 
curely Home,, to examine 
his opinion of the Imper- 
tetions of our State, And 
here I muſt not forget to 


acquaint | 
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1cquaint you, that he is not 
all over Satyrical ; But in 
veral places he ſprinkles 
ſome few kind words to our 
idyantage, Yet his Com- 
mendations are ſo direttly 
contrary to his reproaches ; 
that inſtead of reconciling 
me to him, they rarher ſup- 
ply me with new arguments 
wainſt him. And who 
an defire an eafier Adver- 
ary to deal with, then ſuch 
10ne, who, when he ſpeaks 
ainlt us, oppoſes evident 
Truth, when he ſpeaks for 


us, contradias himfelf ? 
C4 I 
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This Inconfiſtence of his 
own mind with it felt, is ap. 
parent in this Political part 
of his Relation, which now 
comes under my Cenſure : 
He confeſſes, Our Ming to be 
one of the beſt Princes in the 
World: He declares , that 
His Majesty us'd him with all 
imaginable ſweetneſs, and that 
by the Charins of His Diſcourſe, | 
be ſent him away as well pleas d, 
as if be had loaded him with 
his Preſents. 1 intreat you 
now, 91r, torecollet, how 
this, and that which follows 

hangs together, 
Firſt, 
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Firſt, He ſuggeſts , that 
perhaps there was not ſo much 
pretence for the people to rebel 
in the late Kings time, as there 
zat this preſent. In the re- 
ply which 1 ſhall make to 
this Paſſage, I cannot, Sir, 
confine my ſelf to the bare 
limits of a fatisfatory An- 
[wer : but I muſt permit 


| my Zeal for the Proſperity 


of our Country , to break 
forth into Expreſſions of 
Joy, and Gratitude. It1s 
fit that all the World ſhould 
know, that as our Kmp was 
reſtor'd wich che molt mira- 

culous 


FI 
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culous ſubmiſſion of minds, 
and intereſts, that ever any 
Hiſtory can ſhew : as he was 
eſtabliſh'd on the Throne of 
his Anceſtors, while there 
were two mighty Armies on 
Foot.that had fought azainſt 
him and his Þ ather : ſo there 
can beno difficulty in con- 
tinuing this quiet, now he 
has all the power of the Na- 
tion in his hands, and now 
his Enemies are ſcattered, 
and diſarm'd ( if yet he 
can be thought to have any 
real Enemies, after ſo ma- 
ny Heroick Teſtimonies of 

his 


Voyage into Fneland. 
his Mercy )The condition of 
all his affairs abroad 1s in 
ſuch a poſture, in reſpe&@ of 
his Neighbors, that he 1s as 
far from being lyable to re- 
ceive Injuries unreveng'd , 
as he 1s averſe in his own 
diſpoſition trom doing 
wrongs unprovok'd. And 
the ſmall difſentions that 
ſtill remain on ſome of his 
Subje&ts minds at home,are 
ſo far from hazarding the 
lafety, that they will rather 
make for the Honor of his 
Reign. For by his renew'd 
and generous indeavors to- 


wards 
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wards the compoſing of 
theſe differences, there will 
ariſe for him a continued 
ſucceſſion of Peaceful Tri- 
umphs, of which the occa- 
fions had been wanting to 
him, if he had found us all 
of one mind, And many 
ſuch Vifories as theſe, we 
may juſtly preſage to our 
Sovereigns future Govern- 
ment. The Forces which 
he employs againſt thoſe 
few that are ſtill contuma- 
cious,, Which are thoſe of 
Afﬀability, and Forgivenels, 
are impoſlible to be reſiſted, 

Who 
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Who ever contends with his 
Adverfaries with thoſe wea- 
pons, he has not only his 
own Vircues, but theirs on 
his fide. And as thele are 
the ſureſt Conqueſts, ſo they 
xe ofrhe greateſt renown. 
In the Triumphs of Warr , 
his Souldiers, his Comman- 
ders, and even Forcune it 
if, would come in for a 
ſhare in the Fame: Bur 
thoſe which are obtain'd by 
pity, and by pardoning , 
haveno Partners in the ho- 
nor, but are wholy to be at- 
tributed to the Xing himſelf. 

Bur 
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- But for a proof of our 


calm and well-ſecur'd con- 


| dition, I appeal from this 


Triflers Conjectures, to the 
Parliament it (elf, which 1s 
the true Repreſentative of 
the Aﬀections of the whole 
Kingdom. It he would 
have been willing to refer 
the matter to their deciſion, 
he might have found all 
things ſo free from any like- 


lyhood of new diſturban-—- 
ces, that they have been {till | 


as inchnd to be ſevere a- 


gainſt the Fings ill-willers, 
as he himſelt has been ro; be 
gentle . 


ay 
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gentle : and as ſollicitous to 
guard his Royal Perſon, with 
their lives and fortunes, as 
he has been carefull, that 
he might need no other de- 
fence, but his own good- 
neſs. 

Yer fince he 1s reſolv'd 
not to ſtand tothe determi- 
nation of that great Aſſem- 
bly,which he modeſtly terms 
on extravagant Body, let us 


| fee what reports he has 


| pick d up amongſt the mal- 
contents of the Vulgar : He 
lays, that: they every where 
Nnploin of the neglect of the 

intereſl 
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intereſt of Trade, of the miz- 
ſpending of the Treaſure , of 
the oppreſſons of the Court, 
and of the decreaſe of our 
glory at Sea. 

All this, Sir, he profeſles 
to take from the murmurs of 
the multitude, And if they 
are guilry of ſuch diſcour- 
ſes, more then the Commu- 
nalty of other Countries, 
they juſtly deſerve the T1- 
tles that he gives them, of « 
ſuſpicious, a ſullen, an inſolent, 
and an envious Generation, 
But then, Sir, if the mean 


and ignorant people ought 


ſo 
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ſo much to be condemn'd 
for upbraiding their Go- 
vernors, though they only 
do it in private, when they 
are heated with drink, and 
under the proce&ionh of'g 
coud of Tobacco ſmoak.; what p.130, 
puniſhment does that -Hz- 
forian deſerve, who though 
z00d to collett their dif- 
contents, and to make him- 
elf worſe: then: the At 
thors of rhem; by being the 
firſt chat reports them 'int 
this | publick- way 2 What 
credit .could; he. expe&-r0 
get;;by repeating theſe low 
gill i M , {can- 
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ſcandalls , when it was dil- 
honourable for him only to 
confeſs, that he came into 
ſuch places,and companies, | 
where he might over-hear 
them ? This Reprehenfion, 
vir, he ought to have under. 
gone, it all this that here. 
lates had been true : But if 
we take 1t 1n pleces , we 
ſhall find that he libells the 
very Suburbs, and that his 
ink is black enough to re- 
prefent the. worſt ſlanders 
of the Rabble, in darker 
colours then their own. : 

As for: the repinings 
which 


1 
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which he heard concerning 
the diminution of Trade : You 
know, vir , that ir 1s the 
publique, and the cheerful 
voice of all Engli/hmen,that 
ire ingag'd 1n Traffick,that 
there have been farr more 
incouragements for Mer- 
chants, and more vigorous 
attempts for the advance» 
ment of Commerce, within 


theſe four years and half, 


then in many ages before. 
| might for a proof of this 
allege the Royal Countil,chat 
is particularly. fer up. for 
at purpolſe.-:I myghr. in- 
0: M 2 tance 
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vers : But it 1s enough only 
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ſtance in the increaſe of the 
Cuſtomes, which from thir- 
ty or forty thouſand pounds 
in the latter end of Queen 
Elizabeth's Reign, do now 
amount to almoſt four 
hundred thouſand a year, 
I might urge all the Proch- 
mations tor the prohibiting 
of foreign © ManufaCtures, 
and for the improvement of 
our/own : I might reckon 
up the many new Statutes 


for” the repairing of Ha- 


veris,, the mending of High- 
wales, and the cutting of Ri- 


0 


[ 
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to mention the Inſticution 
of the Royal Fiſhing, and 
the Royal Company : In both 
which our Ming has proſ- 
perouſly begun a Defſigne, 
which will infallibly make 
the Engliſh the Maſters of 
the Trade of the world ; 
and that is the bringing in 
of our Gentry, and Nobility, 
to contribute towards 1t. 
When this ſhall be brought 
about , not all the little 
Crafts of the Hollanders, k ' 4 
(which he magnifies ſo. ,? = 


much) will ſerve their turn : 


Bur the Engliſh will outgo 


M 3 them 
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them in Induſtry.and Stock, 
as much as chey do already 
in:Shoars,in Ports,in Ships, 
in Valour, in Vertue. This, 
Sir, we ſhall undoubtedly 
live to ſee accompliſh'd,tee. 
iog the Gentlemen of Eng- 
land have fo great an Ex- 
ample before them ; of a 
Fing , who does not only 
make the Arts of Com- 
merce and Navigation his 
bufineſs., and his intereſt, 
bur his very delight and re- 
creation, 

What he ſays of our 


Treaſure, is moſt impudent- 


ly 
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ly objeed againſt that 
Prince, who has retrench'd 
himſelf in thoſe expences 
which his Predeceflors 
maintain'd, when the Re- 
venue of the Crown was farr 
leſs. And he choſe a very 


I67 


unſeaſonable time, to pro- P.r32. 


claim, that the Blood-ſuckers 
of the Court devour the peo- 
ple, when thoſe Blood- 
luckers have parted with 
their very Food.and the an- 
tient Dues of their Offices, 
to lefſen the charge of the 
Publique, Burt his loudeſt 
outcrie concerns the Jofs 
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P. 130. of our Dominion at Sea. And 


here he moſt invidiouſly com- 
pares the times of the Rump, 
with our preſent Naval Power. 
Firſt of all, he might have 
underſtood, that the Fleets 
which were then ſet forth 
againſt the Dutch did main- 
ly confiſt of the late Mings 
Ships ; and alſo that the 
' whole Eſtates of the Crown, 
the Clergy, moſt of the Ne- 
bility, and Gentry, and in- 
deed well nigh of the whole 
Nation were then at the 
Uſurpers diſpoſal. From 


hence he might have con- 


cluded, 
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cluded, that even the Glo- 
ry of their Victories 1s not 
ſo much to be given to the 
Riches and Intereſt of Scott, 
Hifilrig, or Vane, as to the 
Treaſures of the King, and 
the Royal Party, But be- 
fides this, Sir, What will he 
be able to anſwer me, when 


| ſhall tell him, that our 


ing has made our Sea- 
proviſions far ſtronger then 
wer they were in any Age 
or Countrey before ; and 
that roo anly by the help of 
a Revenue bounded by 
| Law, and limited ro the 
ſeri 
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ſtri& Rules of Juſtice ? of 
the truth of this, he might 
ſpeedily have been con- 
vinct, if he had viſited any 
one of our Royal Stores, in- 
ſtead of deſcribing Smith- 
field, Bedford Garden, the 
Conduits of London , More- 
fields, Hatfield Fiſhponds, and 
St Catharines College in Ox- 
ford, Never was there a 
greater abundance of Ma- 
terialls in readineſs ! Ne- 
ver more skillfull Builders! 
Never more formidable 
Preparations! Never more 
expert Seamen ! Never 

more 
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more valiant Commanders ! 
and, in one word to perfe&t 
all,never a Braver Admiral ! 
An Admiral of whole un- 
daunted courage,unwearied 
diligence, and fortunate 
Conduit, all the Nations 
round about us have be- 
held ſo many unqueſtiona- 
ble proofs, even from the 
very firſt years of his 
youth, And if I thought 
that all the men of Honor, 
wherewith France now a- 
bounds, were not yer fatis- 
hed how little Monſteur de 
Sorbiere deferves to be Hiſto- 

riograpber 
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riographer Royal,l would de. 
fire no other inſtance to 
prove it, then only this ; 
that when he declares he 
came into England, to con- 
tent his curioſity, to ſee all 
the rare things, and men a- 
mongſt us , yet he ſcarce 
mentions the Duke of Tork, 

I will admit that hither- 
to he has only recited the 
extravagancies of the Rab- 
ble ; let us now, Sir, come 
to that place, wherein he 
has chiefly exerciſed the 
profoundneſs of his skill, 
his own ſpeculations, on the 


defetis 
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defefs of our Monarchy, and 
the FaGtions of our Court. 
And that you may know 
how converſant he has been 
in all intrigues of State, as 
yell as thoſe of the Muſes, 
| will give you his poſitive 
determination of one of 
the graveſt points of Policy 
that ever was debated at a 
Council Table ; and it ſhall 
be in his own words, to his 
Intimate Friend Monſieur de 

Yaubrun, To you Monſieur F-116, 

de Vaubrun (lays he) being " 
my Boſome Friend, a manthat 
ems me. much, and one 
whom 
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whom I honour infinitely, being 
alſo a Gentleman, that lowes 
juſtice, as well as fighting ; 1 
will reveal the bottom of my 
heart, and tell you the moſt 
ſecret of all my thoughts, 
What weighty matter does 
he introduce with this ſo. 
lemne Preface 2 He com- 

plains that the learned men | 
of the Engliſh are not enough 
communicative, Certainly 


we ſhall find him of a bet- 
rer temper : No- doubt he 


P.93 


Principle of Policy, and o& |t 
the Laws of Humane Soxits | 


I | 


will now unfold ſome new |. 
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1, which he has diſcover'd, 
that 15 not yet ripe for the 
publique, and only fit to be 


| commitred to the truſt of a 


particular confident, Tt 
proves {o indeed ! The Ora- 
ce w® he immediately pro- 


75 


nounces, is this : That Man P. 171. 


pas not made by Nature to 


fobt with Man, but rather to 


joy the Benefits of peace - 
that God has not groen us 
horns. boofs, or claws ; but 

0s homiri fublime dedit. 
' This, Sar, 1s all the migh- 
ty Myſtery , of which he 
diſcharges his breaſt with 
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ſo much Ceremony. And 
in which is he now more 
ridiculous, his Hiſtory , or 
his Policy ? His Hiſtory, in 
ſpeaking ſo many falſe re- 
proaches aloud ; his Policy, 
in whiſpering ſuch trifles 


with ſo much caution. I 


beſeech you, Sir, let us 
allow him the reputation of 
this new invention intire. 
Though he did not think fit 
to name the famous Author 
of . the Lunar Globe," which 
he' ſaw in the Kings Cloſet : 
Yet I intend xo be juſter to 
him : And'I- will propoſe 

this 
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this Epitaph to be grav'd 
on his Tomb ; Hic jacet 
primus Author hujus ſenten- 
tie , Pax Bello Potior. 
This, Sir, is onetryal of 
his Contemplative, you ſhall 
have more of his Praflical 
Politicks. He has ventur'd 
ro declare the Queen Mothers P-127: 
thoughts , about her moſt 
private , and Domeſtick 
concernments ; which were 
ſo near to her, that it was 
Impoſſible for a thouſand 
Madame Fiennes .,, to have 
given him any inſtruction 
about them. And in this 
N he 
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he had no reverence for 
the greateſt, and the moſt 
vertuous P rinceſs of this 
Age, for the Mother of our 
King, nor for the Dauyhte 
of Henry the Great. He haz 
made a diſadvantageous 
Charadter on my Cord 


120. $+ Albans to the FrenthNa- 


tion, where he was before 
fo well known, and white | 
he liv'd long in fo =_—y 
honour. He has prefumd 
on the Fins himfdf ; he 


P. 129. awcily conjettures at the 


reaſons of the choice 
his Miniſters, as if he had 
been 
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been admirtect into his Royal 
Brea(t. as well as his Cabingz. 

Fe lay s, that His Majeshy 2 P. 121 
firc'd to be familiar with his 
Nobility, and Gentry, to keep 
their efteem and good will : and 
ſp he endeayours to bring 
down thoſe ' Vertugs, of 
vhich he himſelf receiv'd 
{a many proofs, to be only. 
yorks of neceſlity. '' But 
keing he confelles this. ge- 
zerous aftability to be able 
to hinder the /fings Sub- 
Fas from rebellion , me- 
thinks it might have pre- 


Yaild on a mean {tranger, 
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ro ſpare the Reputation of | 


his Kingdomes. He infi- 
nuates,that the frue Sovereign 
Power amongfl us reſides in 
the People. Which is a Do- 
Arine that was ſcarce ever 
heard of in England till the 
year Forty eight, and va- 
niſh'd in Sixty, He at- 
firms, that there is a mixture 
of all ſorts of Government in 
the compoſition of our State, 
notwithſtanding that we 
have ſo many Adis of Par- 
liament that devolve the 
whole power on the Crown. 


His long diſcourſe of the 


Privi- 
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Privileges of the Houſe of P.133; 
Commons, and the degrees of *9 143: 
their increaſe, 1s nothing, but 
2 wild Whimſy of his owne 
Brain, There 15 nomen- 
tion in any Engliſh Hiſtorian, 
that Edward the firſt, was the P.137, 
King that first call d Fmghts, 
and Burgeſſes, to ſit in Parli- 
ament : or that when they 
were ſo convend, be only us d 
their Coanſel, and rejefied 
thoſe of the Nobility and Gen- 
try. And yet upon theſe 
imaginary faults, of which 
he ſuppoſes Edward the firſt 
Guilty, he here takes him in- 

N 3 b 
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P.141, 'to his diſcipline, 'reads 'to hing 
: - a tedious Lefure of the Arts 

of Government , and treats 
the Wiſeſt and moſt Victori« 
ous Prince of Chriſtendom-in 
that time, as imperiouſlyas 


Houfe of- Suze. But lum 
weary, Sir, of taking notice 
of {uch errors, which are 
only miſtakes in Hiſtory -or 
Chronology. Atleaſt 1 need | 
not go three hundred years 
back for them, ſeeing he's 
fo much befides the Truth, 
It his account 'of the moſt 
Renown'd ation in this 
| Age: 


if he had been aCnzet of the | 


We WW _ an WV. Y WW a" OX OS cs. 


OR I. 


Voyage into England. 
Age: the /iings Return: 
Which he wholly attributes to ,, 
the Presbyterians. All the 
circumitances of thar glo- 
rious Reſtauration, are ſtill, 
fir, freſh in our memories : 


| the very noyſe of thoſe Tri- 


umphs, w* fill'd the whole 
World with admiration, 
ſeems to be yet ſcarce out 
of our Ears. Andſhall we 


| ſuffer him to tix all the ho- 


nour of that Immortal Wok 
on a private Set ? Where- 
as 1t was accomplifh d by 
the immediate favour of dj- 


vine Providence , by the 


N 4 Wildom 
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Wiſedom of a Vifforious Ge- 
neral, by the perpetual and | 
immovecable Fidelity of the 
Royal Party, by the Hands, 
the Wiſhes, the Tongues, 
and the united Defires of 
three Kingdoms. *Tis true 
indeed,thePresbyterians went 
along with the mighty Tors- 
rent ; But the whole courſe 
of this happy Violence is 
not therefore to be attribu- 
ted to them. You ſee, Sir, 
I am unawares fallen into a 
Metaphor, which does beſt 
reſemble that Enterprize. 
it was in that, as in aſud- 


den 
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den Land-Flood, which, as 
| It comes down, carries with 
it Trees, and Stones, and 
Houſes, and all that 1t meets. 
inthe way. And even all 
theſe which lay before quiet, 
nay which refiſted the firſt 
Waters while they were 
weak, do add to the impetu- 
ofiry of the Current, when 
tis going. But we muſt 
not therefore ſay that the 
Flood it ſelf rook its rife 
from thence :; ſeeing it was, 
in truth, caus'd by Rain 
coming down from Heaven, 
and by Streams flowing in 

from 
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which he here allows them, 
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from every part of the 
Country. This alluſion, 
Sir, I think does repreſent 
the whole matter to your 
mind, If it does not, how- 
everl have return'd Mon. 
eur de Sorbiere, an 111 Simili- 


tude for one of his, where 


. be compares the Proteſtants to 


the Ottoman Empire : which 
is ſo much an Intrigue of the 
Muſes, that I will challenge 
all the Witts of England, 
and France, to interpret it. 
But if the Covenanters ſhall 
ftill-be fond of this praiſe, 


let 


h 
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ket them remember of how 
little value his Panegyricks 
are, ſeeing he calls UVlefelt 
Heroe : and if they will till 


maintain that they reſtor'd 


the King, let them take heed 
leaſt ſome (miſchievous 
Royallist ſhould tell chem, 
that +n one ſenſe they did 
indeed occafion the Kings 
Reſtoration. But in” the 
ſame that Quintus Maxinius 
meant after he had reco- 
ver'd Zarentum: who gave 
this anſwer to another -Ro- 
man that had loft that place 
before, and yet boaſted 


what 
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what ſhare he had in re- 
gaining it. 'Tis true (fays 
he) it was by your means 
indeed ; Nam miſt tu perdi- 
diſſes Tarentum, ego nunquam 
recuperaſſem. 

But the chief Secret into 
which he has pierc'd, is the 
late Controverfie between 
my Lord Chancellor, and the 
Earl of Briflol, What 
ſubtle concluſions does he 
draw from it ? what pro- 
phetical vifions does he 
here reveal, concerning the 
terrible diſturbances, that 


ſhall ariſe ro our Govern- 
ment, 
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ment, many ages hence,from 
an accident, which was at 


an end, before he got back 
to Paris ? What a formal 
divifion has he made of the 
whole Nation ? Homer him- 
ſelf is not fo punQual in 
marſhalling the forces of 
the Greeks, and the 7rojars - 
nor 1s there lefſe fiction: 1n 
this HiSory, then in his Poe- 
try. On the Earl ff Bri-g, 
flols quarter,he places the diſ- 127. * 
contented againſt the Court, 
the City of London, the Preſ- 
byterians that brought in tbe 
King, the Houſe of Lords, a 

_ great, 
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great,and a. ftrong party of the 

Houſe of Gommons, which he 

fays is the true Body of that 
extravagant Body the Parlia- 

ment, An Army numerous 

and. farmidable. On ihe 

P.12>, Lord Chancellors ſige,he ranks 
128, the Royal Family,the Biſhops, 
129: Deans, and Chapters, all the | 
Nobility, all the Rich Mer- 
chants, ond Burgeſſes, (though 

be hod before beftow'd the Houſe 

of Lords, and the City of Lan- 

don on the Earl of Briſtal.) 

Thixs he has drawn the 
whole Kingdome into Bat- 
tlls-: {c is bytnow pertgr- 

ming 
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ming his office of 7rum- 


peter, and a dreadful Battle 


will no doubt enſue, But 
how comes 1t to paſs that 
all theſe Rumors of mighty 
warrs did vaniſh on the 
ſudden ? Was it becauſe 
they were Engliſh Cowarth, Þ. 21. 


| anddar'dnot fight ? Alas, 


Sir, all this was only a fine 
ſtory of 1ncounters m the 
Air, whereof there was no 
other foundation then inthe 
wild fancies of his own 
makings. And may we not 
give that Character of out 
Hiſorine, which he does of 


One 
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one of the Noble Comba. 

P.126. tants, that his great Wit has 

inclin'd him to be Romantick ? 

Is not this the true trick of 

a Romance, to bring 1f ma- 

ny Princes hghting together 

ina wood, without giving 

any account how they came 
thither ? 

But the danger 1s over. 

All is quiet again ; and long 

may it ſo keep, For to 

ſpeak t'yee, Sir, from the bot- 

tome of Monſieur de Sorbier s 

beart , Peace 3s better then 

Warr. Well | then, He 

F.129. gronts that the Victory did 8 

little 
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little incline to my Lord Chan- 
cellor's Party : yet he has 
ſhewn the. bravery of his 
own mind, by defying the 
Conquerour. And here,Sir, 
| confeſs he has driven me 
upon one of the tendereſt 
yoints in the world ; which 
1s the ſpeaking concerning 
the fame of a great Man, 
while he is living. But I 
treat you to lay before 
your eyes the many power- 
full arguments, by which 
[am mov'd at leaſt to give a 
rue teſtimony,though not a 
long elogie,concerning him, 

Oo M 


19 


194 
' My Lord Chancellor is a nav | 
thiough whoſe hands the | 


Obſervations on Mr. Soxbier's 


greateſt part of all the pub. 


lIiqueand private bufineſirs 
of our Countrey do paſs: | 
And it will be moſt diſho. | 


nourable for us, to ſuffer 


his 'name to. be revil'd in 


this manner » whule he ls 


ſcarce at leiſure to look to 
its defence himſelf, by rex 


fon of his eternal Labor | 


forthe publique Juſticeand 


Safety. And beſides this, | 


vir, 1 can,for my own par- 


ticular, allege another mo- | ; 


tive af nearer concernment. 
For 
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For I am to confider my 
ſelf, as a Member of the 
Royal Society, and the Uni- 
verſity of Oxford, and the 
Earl of Clarendon , as Pro- 
teflor of one them, and Chan- 
cellor of the other. 


Theſe, Sir, are ſome of 


his true Titles , however 
Monſteur de' Sorbiers 1s 
pleas'd to paſs them over, 
and give him worſe in their 
ſtead. Firſt of all, be ſays 


195 


that be 18 a Prezbyterian. At P-125- 


this ridiculous ſcandall, 1 
allure you, Sir, I am tiot 


much griev'd, I was (to 
O 2 tell 
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tell you true) in a terrible 
affright, when I read what 
he reports, that alinoft 'all 
the City of London are Pres. 
byterians., - But now this 
paſlage -has compos'd my 


mind agatn +. For 1t 15. like 


t9 be 2 very exaCt compu- 


cation, which he has mace 
of that Se&, when the fiſt 
man that. /he names far a 
Presbyterian,is my Lord Chan- 


cetlor. He next tells us, 


that be i4 a man of the Law; 


2 ſhameful diſgrace : the 
Loxd Chancellor of England, 


whalc Office it is to govern: 


and 
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and moderate the Law, is a 
Lawyer. As if I ſhould en- 
deavour-to leflen the credit 
of Monſieur de-Vaubrun, and 
prove him unfit to 'be Go- 
wrnour of Philippe Ville, and 
Colonel of Light-horſe , by 
obje&ing that he'is a Soul 
fir; or of Monſieur. de 
Sorbiere tobe! Hiftoriographe 
Rjal, by ſaying that hes 
dall'd in  Hiftoriz. But he 
$2 Lawyer, and Stareſman 
x once. Can: this be ary 
more diſparagement to him, 


then'ir is to the whole Body 


0 "Zones" in' France; who 
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in all times have manag'd 
the greateſt Imployments 
of that State ? Could he ngt 
have recolle&ed, before. he 
writ this, that Monſieur 
Seger, the preſent Chan- 
cellor of France, is a Gentle 
man'of the Long Robe ? You 
fee, Sir, what.a good Say. 
riſt- we have here. got, who 
would undertake to abuſe 
an Enpliſh. Stateſman with 
fuch. an argument, which 
mult at the ſame time re- 
fle&as much upon his own 
Countreymen-, . his chief 
Friends , and - Patrons, to 


we whom 


fn 
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whom he direQs his Speech, 
But the worſt js{till behind: 


My.Lord Chancellor is utterly p. 1 54 


ipnorant of the Belles Lettres. 
This accuſation is as decent 
2s all the\former. Hei diſc 
likes our Carriers, for not bs- 
ing Courthy 3 our Souldiers, for 
not putting off their Hatts well; 
our Biſhops, for thelr Gravity; 
indour States-men, for not be- 
ino Grammarians, and Cri- 
ticks. But I will provero 
tim, by his own confeſſion; 
that My: Lord Chancellor de- 
ſerves not this reprohonſi- 


on, 'and':that he 13'4 mar 


O 4 $killful 
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Skillful in all Polite Learn- 
P 126, Ing. He himſelf allows him 
to be agreat Politician , and 
a wery Eloquent Man. 1 haye 
obtain'd, Sir, what I defird, 
You ſee how ealy it is to 
juſtify the Earl of Claren- 
don, {eeing the very man, 
that vilifies him,does at the 
ſame time gainſay himſelf, 
and ſuggeſt to me his pray- 
ſes, without my. interpoſing 
any word in his commenda- 
tion, If we ſhould graunt, 
that a' man may chance to 
be a great dealer in Politicks, 
without underſtanding any | 
ching 
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thing elſe (which yet no- 
thing but Monſieur de Sorbi« 
eres own example in this 
place, can perſwade.us to 
be poſſible) yet how can he 
be thought to attain to a perfedt 
Eloquence without any Skill in 
the Civil Arts? Where now 
Is h9Polite Learning? whence 
did he fetch this Idea of E- 
lquence ? Let him produce 
tis Notes out of Ariſtotle, 
Tully, Quintilian, Seneca, or 
any of the Rhetoricians of 
Antiquity; And thenler 
him'tell me, whether they 


| ds; notall with ane voyce 


conſent 
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conſent; that an Orator muſt 
of neceſſity be acquainted 
with all ſorts of uſeful know. 
ledg.? But becauſe he 180 
free in his reproof of my | 
Lojd Chancellors unskijllful- 
neſs in the Belles Lettres: 1 | 
pray , Sir, what ſigns. has 
this. great Ariſtarchus him- 
ſelf given, of his own pro- 
ficience in them? Where 
do we find in him any foot 
ſteps of the True Spipic of 
the Grecian or Roman Wit ? 
What reaſon have we to en- 
vp his judgment in the Clof 
Pup Azuthors, when all the 

proof 
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proof that he has given in 


this Book, of his being con- 
verſant- in -them, are only 
three or four pedantical 


| Quotations, of which; the 
chief is, 


0s Homini ſublime ade? F 
Thus farr, Sir, in re- 
ply to him : Buc more is 
to be added concerning the 
Honourable Perſon, of: whom 
he ſpeaks in ſuch mean 
terms, My Lord Chan- 
cellor is a Gentleman of a 
very antient Family,, of 
which Mr Cambden makes 


mention in his Eritanuls. 
His 
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His: Education: -and « firſt 
years were ſpent in-a {tri 
familiarity with "many : of 
the moſt Famous Men, nor 
only of that Age, but pet- 
haps of any other of whom 
(to paſs by ſome: Reverend 
and ' Learned Church-men 
that are living) it isenough 
to name Mr Chillingſworth, 
and the Lord: Falkland. 
His firſt application ro the 
Aﬀeairs of his Countrey, 
was'in a time wherein. eX- 
traordinary fidelity and 


ſufficience were requir'd: 


His" Seryices to the late 
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Ring were requited byithe 
committing of many emi- 
nent Bufineſſes to his ma- 
nagement ; and by: a very 
high ſhare in his' Majeſties 
Favour ; of which there are 
ndelible proofs in many 
places of that Excellent 
Prince's Letters. Under him 
he was - Chancello# of the 


Exchequer , Privy.Counſellor,”. 


and defign'd Secretary of 
State, | Since that time he 
was Extraordinary Embaſſa- 
dvr into Spain, and attended 
his preſent Maſter in his 
Misfartunes., which was un- 

doubtedly 
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doubtedly the moſt glorious 
Scene of Honour in the 
world, By theſe ſeveral 
degrees of Grear Imploy- 
ments, he aſcended to that 
illuſtrious Station which he 
now enjoyes, And as for 
the Qualifications of his 
Minde, if it be needfull to 
adde any thing to the Votes 
of the Royal Society, and the 
Univerſity of Oxford, 1 will 
declare, that of all the men 
of great worth, who have 
poſſeſs'd that High Office, 
ſince Learning and the Ci- 
vill Arts came amongſt us, 

there 
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there was never any man 


char has ſo much reſem: 
bled Sir Thomas More, and 
the Lord Bacon.n their ſe. 
veral Excellencies, as the 
Earl of Clarendon. 

There might, Sir, much 
more be anſ{ver'd againſt all 
his falie Infinuations, con» 
eerning the Political Conett- 
tion of England. Bur I have 
{cen a Book. of Monſieur of 
Sorbiere's Diſcourſes and Let- 
ters, whereot many were 
written to the lave Cardinal 
Mazarim ; and they are fo 
full of groſs flatteries, that 

they 
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they have wholly turn'd my 
ſtomach, from ſpeaking any 
more of State Aﬀairs : So 
that in truth, in the preſent 
humour into which the rea- 
ding of them has put me, 
I had much rather offend 
on the other extream, by an 
unjuſt filence, then by im- 
pertinent praiſes of the 
Engliſh Government. 1 will 
therefore conclude this 
whole matter, as I began tt, 
by refle&ing on a Pallage 
of his own, inthe ſtory of 
Ukefelt ; wherein he has g1i- 
ven undeniable teſtimony, 

that 
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that he 1s wholly 1gnorant 
of the Rights of Princes, 
the true Policy, and the 
Law of Nations. He at- 
firms , that Ulefelt fled into pg, 
Sweden, that he became there- 
by effelually a Traytor, that 
he was the cauſe of the Swedes 
laſt invaſion into Denmark, by 
adviſing Carolus Guſtavus 
n tarn hs Army, from the 
Poles , againſt Coppenhagen. 
Theſe are his own words. 
And what more apparent 
Crime could there be then 
this, which had like to have 
drawn after it the utter Ru- 

P Ine 
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Pref. 
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P.186. ine of that Kingdome ? And | 


yet immediately after he 
profeſles , that he makes no 
doubt, but the Illuſtrious He- 
roes, Ulefelt, and his Wife,will 
live to ſee their great merits 
acknowleds'd, and to enjoy in 
peace the applauſes that are 
due to them for their fidelity to. 
their Iſing, and their zeal for 

the Fundamental Laws sf 
their Countrey. 

But this, Sir, 1 ſuppoſe, 
1s one of thoſe which he 
himſelf calls the Beſueues 
of bis ftile : which though 
(as he fays) Monſteur de Vau- 
brun 
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| brun uſes to forgive, yet the 


King of France did not 
think fit to pals by. 

This 1s the Idea that he 
has drawn of the Manners, 
the Religion,and the Govern- 
ment of the Engliſh. But 


| theſe are not the ſubjeQs 


which he principally re- 
pards : ſuch matters as 
theſe, he confeſſes, that he 
only uſes to touch upon, a5 they p,yf. 
come in his way. 1 will now 
therefore, Sir, confider his 
commerce with the chief heads xy. ny. 
of Parnaſſus, and his intri- 
owes of the Muſes ; that 1s 

7 (to 
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| (toſpeak plain ſence, with- 
out. the help of Apollo) I will 
examine ſome particulars in 
the account that he gives of 
the ſtate of knowledge a- 
monegſt us : This is the ar- 
gument in which he tri- 
umphs : This 1s a Buſfi- 
Ep. De, nels in whoſe promotion be has 
ſpent the whole courſe of bis 

life. And that he may ap- 
pear not to have beſtow d 
_ all his labour in vain, I'will 
allow, that he ought to be © 
numbred amongſt the men 
of Learning ; Provided 


that he be content with that 
defi- 


PI ww R8”C Q" wu | 


Voyage into England. 213 
definition w®* he himſelf has 
laid down of Learned men 
in general ; For he ſays,that 
it is the good cuſtome of ſuch p, 4 
men, to render themſelves ri- 
diculous by their malignity,and 
their Billings-gate-language. 
In conformity to this de- 
ſcription, befides what 1s al- 
ready paſt, ler us now be- 
hold what he reports of Dr. 
Wallis, Dr. Willzs, Mr.Hobhbs. 
the Royal Society, the Engliſh 


| Stage, their Eloquence , their 


Language.and their Authors, 
Dr. Wallis he condemns 
for bis ill uſage of Mr. Hobbs 


F-3 in 


Obſervations on Mr. Sorbier's 
in the Mathematical Contro- 


verſies that have paſs d be- 


tween them. | will not en- 
deavour to make any de. 


acute Profeſsor, as he grants 
him to be. Bur yet let me 
ſay, that if Monſteur de Sor- 
biere himlſelt being the Juds, 
ſo much modeſty of lan- 
guage ought ro be pre- 
ſerv'd, even in the conten- 
tions of Wit and Argument, 
when Paſſion 1s apt to over- 
bear the moſt temperate 
Minds ; then certainly he 
himſelt ought to have been 
careful 


| 


fence for this knowing and | 


| 


j | 


I'szage into England. 
careful of keeping to the 


. | fame rule, in an Hiſtorical 


| Relation, wherein he had no 
adverſary to put him into a 
| heat, and nothing but his 


' own natural peeviſhneſs to 


exaſperate his Anger, Dr, 
Wallis Entertain d him at 
his. houſe, made him partake 
of his Experiment upon a dumb 
Man, and behold the Model of a 
flat F loor, which (he ſays) did , 
raiſe admiration in Mr. Hobbs ;, 
himſelf. And for all his... 
he might have delerv'd at 
leaſt, to have been paſs'd 
by in filence. Bur he had 

P 4 al 
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a good ſubject to be merry 
with, for want of Poliſh Mu- 
fick, and he muſt needs 
o1ve the receipt of making 

P.1co. an Univerſity Cap. Takea | 
| Portefueille : cover it with | 
black Cloth : fix a tuft of Silk 
upon it : and ſewit to a Calot: 
and you have a perfe&i four 
corner d Scholaftical Bonnet. 
Do you not now wonder, 
SIr, why he did not call 
himſelf Zaylor, as well as 
Trumpeter, to the Common- 
wealth of Learning 2 What 
kind of good breeding is 
this 2 How can he,afrer this, 


objet} 
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obje® to Dr. Wallis, that he 
| has little in him of the Gallant 
Man 2 Whole behavior has 
the ſtrongeſt ſcent, and wants 
moſt to be purify d by the air of ©** 
the Court * The Geometrician 
receives him kindly at his 
Table : The Hiſtoriographer 
Laughs at the habit of his Hoſt. 
While he allows him extra- 
ordinary abilities, that are 
proper to himſelf, he abuſes 
him for that, which 1s com- 
mon with him to the Sorbo- 
niſts in France,and almoſt all 
| the Univerſities and Clergy- 
men in ChriStendom. 
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He declares that he profi- 
ted very little by Dr. Willis's 


' company. becauſe he could not 


underStand his Latin. And 
upon this he objeQs, that 


. all the Engliſh pronounce that 


Language with ſuch an odd 
Tone, as renders it almo$Þ as 
difficult to ſlrangers, as our 
own Tongue. 1 might here, 
Sir, allege in defence of our 
pronuntiation, that We do 
as all our neighbors befides: 
We ſpeak theantient Latin, 
after the ſame way that we 
pronounce our Mother 
Tongue, fo the Germans do, 


ſo 
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ſo the Italians, ſo the French. 
But the obſcurity of our 
Speech being not only his 
complaint, but of many o- 


| ther Foreiners, I will not 


ſtand long 1n its juſtificati- 
on. Thereare ſo many pecu- 
liar flanders of greater con- 


\ cernment, w* healone has 


| fx'"d upon vs, thatl will not 
regard this {mall objection, 


wherein there may be 0- 
thers, that agree with him. 


| But however, Sir, from 
| hence I may obſerve, that it 


was therefore impoſlible for 
him to take a right meaſure 


of 
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of the Engliſh Manners, and 
Diſpoſition, ſeeing he was in- 
capable of holding any ſort 
of correſpondence with us. 
He was net ina condition 
of being inform'd by our 
Gentry, our Farmers, or our 
Tradeſmen, becauſe he under- 
flood no Engliſh ; nor by 
our Schollars, our Phyſitians, 
our Divines,our Mathemati- 
cians, becauſe he profelles, 
that our Latin was unintelli- 
ible to him. 

But to return, Sir. to Dr. 
Wills: I am able to give 
another Reaſon, why Mon- 


" freur 


| 
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| fieur de Sorbiere did profit ſo 


| 


' 
| 


little by his Converſation. The 
ſubſtance of it was reported 


| to me from Dr. Wills his 


| own Mouth. And I doubt 


not, but the remarkable 


ſincerity , and integrity , 
which that excellent Man 


| preſerves in all hisWritings, 


would make this charatter 
of the other's vanity to be 
believ'd, though we had not 
ſomany other proofs of it. 
When Monſieur de Sorbiere 
came firſt to vifit him ; the 
Door eſteem'd him to be a 
man of ſome real and ſolid 

; knowledg 
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knowledg : the great names | 
of Des Cartes, and Merſennas, | 


which he hath frequently 
in his Mouth, might have 
perſwaded him as much: 
he began to treat him accor- 
dingly : heenter'd into di- 
ſcourſe with him , about 
ſome parts of Chymiſtry, and 
Phyſick., in which he defird 
his opinton. The Profel- 
ſor deliver'd it franckly, 
and plainly, as it became a 
Philoſopher , wichout de- 
celpt or ornament, But 
expecting thar he would 
have continued the ,Argu- 
ment, 


Oe od ”T————— 
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ment, with ſome material 
Obje&ion, he ſoon found 
that the Traveller under- 
ſtood nothing of the whole 
matter : but anſwer'd him, 
as little to the purpoſe, as 
if he had only ſaid Pax Beth 
Potior. He tryd him in 
other ſubje&s. But no- 
thing could he get of him, 
except only ſome few Phi- 
loſophical terms, and ends 
of Poetry, as [n puris natu- 
ralibus Ex &quo & Bono con- 
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P.206. 


tundantur groſſo modo. Homo p gg. 


eſt animal credulum vy men- 
dax ; and Os homini. Upon 
this 
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this he gave him over, as he 
would have done a yongtra- 
veller of twenty years old,6& 


lefr hin to reckon the College | 


P. 102. Quadrangles, to tell the Pil- 
lars in Saint obn's Cloyſters, 

Þ oo 00 commend their Grove, t9 
meaſure King Harry's Sword, 
"IM. deſcribe Saint Catherines 
* © College ( if there be any ſuch 


there, ) to examine why one of 


P.102- the Colleges took its name from 


a Brazen Noſe, to number the 
P.103. Books in the BodleianLiberary, 
to conſider why it was built in 
the form of an H. and to count 
P.104 how many Folios, and how ma- 


105. 


m 


Vojane into Froland. 225 


my Quarto's are above and be- 
 low:in every Shelf. Theſe, 
Sir, he perceiv'd were fit- 
| ter Subjetts for Monſteur de 
| Sorbiere to handle. And 
| he has confirm'd this 'his 
| Opinion of himto be true. 
| For his long Tale of his 
ſourny to Oxford, is made 
up of ſuch childiſh con« 
templations : While he was 
ſpeaking of | that place, 
which for the beauty, and 
convenience of its buil- 
dings, tor the vaſtneſs of its 
| revenue, and above all, for 
the ſobriety, the virtue,and 

Q_ the 


- 
—ﬀllkS.DO 
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the piety of 1ts diſcipline, 


is to be prefer'd before all 


others that have been ever | 


dedicated to liberal Stun- 


dies, in the paſt, or preſent || 


times, 

But here, Sir, I confeſs 1 ! 
have been a little too rigid 
upon- him. Ir was Ill | 


done of me, to expet that 


he ſhould on the ſudden | 


turn ſo unlike himſelf, as to 
give a good account of our 


Univerſity alone. I will not * 


therefore beſtir my {elf a- 
gainſt him, for having omit- 
red the moſt memorable 

chings 


< 
| 
| 


| 


| 
| 
| 
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 |things in Oxford, My quar- 
| [rel to him? now 18 upon an- 
r | other ſcore. - He has here 
{committed a grofle over- 
t fight in his own way; F or 


inthis exatt enumeration of . 


1 {all our fine Rarities, he has 


| | Curioſity, which was of all 
t | others che moſt proper for 
n | fuch an Hiſtoriographer , ' or 
o | x leaſt for ſuch a Zrumpeter 
ir | 0” mention ,, and that 15s 
x. | Lueens College Horn. 

- | From his new acquain- 
. | tance, I proceed to his 
le | rudeneſs, towards the only 
s | Q.2 man 


4 | wholy paſs'd by one famous 


228 Obſervations on Mr. Sorbier's 


man in England, to whom |y 


P. 65. be profeſſes himſelf to have been |, 


long familiar. Mr. Hobbs 
was the chief man for whoſe 
ſake he came over, and he 


br 


M 


— 


ſpeaks very many great things 

in his commendation : þr 

P. 66, prayſes his good humor, his ex- 
cellent Wit, the vigor of bu old 

Age, and bis long and diligent 

ſearch into Nature, After 
this, Sir, you will perhaps 

think that this Philoſopher 

is ſafe from his inveQtives. 

But you will find it other- 

wiſe, he commends him in- 

deed for that, upon which 

| Mr. 


P. 97. 


Ex XX =, 7 2 cx > 


— aw Fx 


— 


5 
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1 'Mr. Hobbs lays not ſo much 
 \{reſs,for his good Breeding: 
s [bur he wounds him inthe 
* |noſt dangerous place, his 
* Philoſophy, and his under- 
* \anding. He very kindly 
* [reports of him, that he #5 too P. g7. 
tymatical in his Opinions : P. 99. 
ht be Writ againſt the Church 
f Rome , becauſe he never 
ud a right Idea of it, in his 
touphts, and becauſe he had 
nh read the controverſies on 
* th Proteſtant ſide. How 
; bo think, Sir, this will 


” hound to Mr. Hobbs, who 
; irofeſſes ro have reduc'd all 


Q.3 the 
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From 


P.177. long Story, to render him to 
*0127- appear nothing but a fooliſh 
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the Politicks to demonſtra- 


ions , when his Tranſlator 


{hall tell him, that he con- 
cluded againſt a Church, | 
and a Religion, before he had | 
heard one word that could 
be ſaid in their defence ? 

The Title of Dogmatical | 
which he gives him, being 
propounded by a declar'd | 
Sceptick.,, was the worlt fault 
that could be charg'd ona | 
Philoſopher ; and indeed 
It 1s the ſame. that he beſtons 
on Borri, while he ſtrives in a 


Charletan. | 
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| | Charletan. Bur let him not 
fear. I have no mind to 
aggravate this injury to Mr, 
| Hobbs. It 1s the particular 
| | manner of his paſſing this: 
| | judgment upon him, of 
which I will take notice. 
I 1 | He tells the World that Mr. 
x | | Hobbs was cenſur d for Dogma-.P. 97- 
| | tical, between his Majeſty, and 
t | himſelf, in his private diſcourſe 
at with bim. And 1s not Mon- 
1 | freur de Sorbiere a very fit 
s | man, to upbraid to Dr. Wal- 
4s bs, his want of good manners: 
o | when he himſelf 1s at once 
3 | rudeto his antient Friend, 


aq 2 Q_4 and 


P. 97. 
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and; infolens to the Hing 
himſelf, in berraying 
what he was phleas'd to 
Whiſper to him in his Cabi- 
net. 

- But however. to comtort; 
Ms. Hobbs for this aftront, 1 
dare aflure him, that as for 
Monſieur de Sorbiere's part, he: 
underſtands not his Philo- 
ſophy. Of this I will give 
an unanſwerable teſtimony, 
'and_that is the reſemblance 
that he makes of him, to the 
Lord Verulam: Between 
whom there is no more like- 


nels.then there was between 
He 


Voyage into Eneland. 232 
| I. George and the Waggoner P. 97, 
He ſays that Mr. Hobbs was 9: 
once his Amanuenſis; that 
| from thence he has reteind 
| very much of him: that he 

has Studied his manner of 
turning things : that he 
juſt expreſſes himſelf in that 
way of Allegory, wherein the 0- 
ther excelF'd : and that he 55 
in Truth a very remaine of my 
| Lord Bacon. This, Str, 1s 
| his opinion : buthow far 
trom being True, let any 
; man judg,, that has bur 
| taſted of their Writings. I 
 fearce know two men in the 
World. 


| 
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World, that have more dit- 
ferent colors of Speech , 
then theſe two great Witts : 
The Lord Bacon ſhort, al- 
lufive, and abounding with 
Metaphors:Mr.Hobbs round, 
cloſe, ſparing of fimili- 
tudes ; but ever extraordi- 
nary decent in them. The 
one's way of reas ning, pro- 
ceeds on particulars, and 
pleaſant images, only ſug- 
gelting new ways of expe- 
rimenting, withour any pre- 
rence to the . Mathematicks, 
The other's bold, reſoly'd, 
(ctled upon general conclu- 

ſions, 


| 
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ſions, and in them, it we 
will believe his Friend, Dog- 
matical. 

Bur it 1s the Royal Soctety, 
to which he is moſt favou- 
rable, and that he may ſhew 
him ſelf a great BenefaQtor 
to their defigne, he has be- P. 86. 
ſiow'd Greſham College upon 
them. Whereas, you know, 
Sir, they only hold their 
preſent meetings there, by 
the permiſſion of the Pro- 
feſſors of the Foundation of 
Sir Thomas | Greſham , to 
whom that houſe does be- 
long. We are beholding 
Oo 
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to him for this noble Boun- 
ty. But perhaps the Citizens 
of London, who are the over- 
ſeers of Sir Thomas Greſham's 
Will, may take it ill at his 
hands , efpecialy having 
fuch juſt ground to quarrel 
with him already : For he 
{aid before, that they are al- 
moſt) all Presbyterians or Pha- 
naticks, 

He comes to deſcribe 
the Weekly aſſemblies of the 
Royal Soctety ; and he does 
It in words becoming a 
meeting of Natural Philo- 
lophers. The Uſher carries 


a 
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a preat Silver Mace before the A 8, | 
Preſident , Which is layd on 9 þ 
the Cuſhion where he ſits : they Y | 
have a large Hall, and a 
handſom Anti-chamber : the 
place where they Aſſemble \s 
Wainſcotted ; there is @ long 
Table before the Chimny, ſeu 
or eight prey Chairs about it 
ſome Benches behind, that are 
bare : the hindermoſt hipher 
then the firſt: the Preſident 
fits in a Chair with Arms + þi4 
back. to the Chimny : holdinp 
; a wooden Hammer in his hand, 
| mheremith be ſometimes knocks 
the Table to mike ſilence: 
Can 
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Can you, d1r, indureto read 
all. this ſtuft with any pa- 
tience ? I ſuffer d his Tittle 
Tattle upon Rocheſter Brids, 
upon the Eternal greens of 
the Fields of Kent, upon the 
Walls of Linicolns-Inn-Fields, 
on the Guild-Hall, on. the 
Rancks of Trees\n Morefields, 
and many moretuch pretty 
Philoſophical... Diſcourles : 
Bur is not 'this a ſhametul 
ſigne of his; weaknets, . that 
he has infiſted. ſo long' on 
fuch' mean circumſtances, 
while he was deſcribing'a 
ſubje&, that might (have 

yield- 


| He ſhould firſt have de- 
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yielded him ſo much noble = 
matter for his Pen? And 
when the Royal Society it (elf 
is ſo careful, that ſuch 'ce- 
remonies ſhould be juſt no 
more, then what are neceſla- 
ry to avoyd confufion? 
What other Language 
ſhould he have usd' then 
this, 1f he had been to/in- 
form the World of his own 
Schole at Orange? Juſt ſo he 
ſhould have proceeded. 


clar'd, whether the Room 
| were Hung, or Wainſcotted: 


| Next, whether the Maſter 
| fate 
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fate with his back towards 
the Window, or the Chim- 
ny : then how many Seats 
there were for the Boys to 
ſit upon : at laſt he ſhould 
have drawn himſelf in a 
majeſtick, Chair, his Ferulg 
in his hand, and the poor 
Scholars trembling for fear 
at every rap on. the Table. 

Bur all this is ſtill par- 
donable: he has been utterly 
miſtaken in the report of 
their, main deſign. There 
are two things , that they 
have moſt induſtriouſly a- 
voided, which he attributes 

co 


Voyage into Fngland. ' gt 

tothem: the one is a diuiding 
into parties; and Sets; ant 
the other, a reliance up 
\ Books, for their intelligence of 
Nature. He firft ſays;that 
they are not all Puided by the 
authority of G afſendus, or Des ** 9% 
Cartes ; but that the Mathe.. 
 maticians are for Des Cates, 
| and the Men of General Lear- 
wng. for Gaſſendus. Where. 
as neither of :. theſe 'tws 
Men bear any (way amongſt 
them ; chey are never namn'd 
there as Difators over 
| men's. Reaſons'; nor! »s 
there any extraordinary: PR 

Tt R ference 
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ference to their judgments, 
He alfo afferts that the Royal 
Society has appointed Lodgings, 
and eftabliſh'd four thouſand 
P.87, Livres a year, upon two Pro- 
88. feſſors, who ſhall read to them 
out of Authors, and that they 
 bavebegun a Library for that 
purpoſe. Whereas they have 
as yet no Library, but on- 
ly a Repoſitory for their 
Inſtruments, and Rarities : 
they never intend a Profel- 
ſorian Philoſophy,. but de- 
clare againſt it ; with Books 
they - meddle not farther, 
then to ſee what Experi- 
ments 
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ments have been try'd be- 
fore: their Revenue they 
defigne for Operators, and 
not for Lefurers. 


I now paſs over to' his 


chiet delight,cheBellesLettres 
of the Engliſh. Hegrants 
our Stage to be handſom, the 
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Muſick tolerable,better 1 ſup- P.167- 


poſe, then that of the Polack 


Gentleman. But yet he ſays 
that our Poets laugh' at the 


Rules of Time , fi Plaea': *397- 


that all our Playes contain the 


Aftions of Five and Twenty ©-*5%- 


Years : : that we Marry a Prince 
in whe Firſt Af, and bringin 
R 2 his 


244 Obſervations on Mr. Sorbier's 


his Son fighting in the Second, 
and bis Grand-child in the | 
Third. Burt here, Sir, he | 
has committed a greater 
diforder of time, then that 
whereof he accuſes our 
Stage; For he has cons 
founded the Reign of King 
Charlts the Second, with that 
of .Q. Elizabeth, | 'Tis true, 
about, an hundred years 
ago, the Engliſh Poets wee 
n&vay exat} in ſuch de- 
Cencies : But\no more then 
were the Dramatifts of any 
other\Countries.: The Am 
gp themielves did: laugh 


away 
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away fuch abſurdities' as 
| ſoon as any, and for theſe 
| laſt Fifty years, our Stage 
has been as Regular inthoſe 
Circumſtances, as the beſt 
in Europe. Secing he thinks 
fic to upbraid our preſent 
Poets, with the errors of 
which their predeceſſors 
were guilty fo long ſince: 
| mightas juſtly impure the 
vile abſurdities that are to 
be found in Amadz de Gaul, 
to Monſieur de Corneille, de 
| Scudery, de Chapelaine , de 
Voiture, and the reſt of the 
famousModern FrenchWits, 

R-3 He 
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He next blames the mean- 


neſs of the Humors which we 


repreſent. And here, becauſe 
he has thruſt this occaſion 
upon me, I will venture to 
make a ſhort compariſon 
between the French Drama- 
tical Poetry, and ours, 1 
doubt nor, Sir, but I may 
dothis with the leave of that 
witty Nation : For as long 
as I do not preſume toſlan- 
der their manners ( from 
which you fee I have care- 
fully forborn) I hope they | 
will allow meto examine 
that which is but a matter 

of 
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of Wit, and delight : I will 
not enter into open defiance 
of them, upon Monſieur de 
Sorbiere's account, but I in- 
treat them to permit me 0n- 
ly to try a civill Turna- 
ment with them in his War 


of Letters. I will therefore 


make no ſcruple to maintain 
that the Engliſh Plays oughr 
to be preferr'd before the 
French. And to prove this, 
I will not 1nfiſt on an argu- 
ment, which 1s plain to a- 


| ny obſerver, that the great- 
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eſt part of their moſt excel- - 


lent pieces have been taken 
R 4 from 
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from the Spaniard : where. 
as the Engliſh have for che 
moſt part trodden in new 
ways of Invention, From 
hence 1 will not draw much 
advantage : though it may 
terve to balance that which 
he. afterwards ſays of our 

P.16 Books, that they are generally 
*”* flohn out of other. Authors. 
But I will fetch the grounds 

of my perſuaſion, fromthe 

very nature, and fe, of the 

Stage It ſelf, It is beyond 

all diſpute, that che true in- 

- tention of ſuch Repreſen- 
rations, is, to give to man- 


kind 
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kind aPiQure of themſelves; 
and thereby to make Virtue 
belovd, Vice abhord, - | 
and the little irregularities 
of mens tempers, call'd hu- 
mors, expos'd to laughter. 
The Two firſt of theſe are 
the proper ſubjeCts of 7ra- 
gedy.and Trage-Comedy. And 
in theſe I will firſt try to 
ſhew, why our way ought 
to "be preferr'd before 
theirs. The French, for 
the moſt part, take only 
one, or two Great Men, and 
chiefly infiſt on ſome one 
remarkable accident of 
their 
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their Story : To this end, 
they admit no morePerſons, 
then will barely ſerve to a- 
dorn that: And they ma- 
nage all in Rhythme, with 
long Speeches, almoſt in the 
way of Dialogues, in ma- 
king high Ideas of Honor, 
and in ſpeaking Noble 
things. The Engliſh, on 
the other fide, make their 
chief Plot'to confiſt of a 
greater variety of Adions, 
and beſides the main defign, 
add many other little con- 
trivances. By this means, 
their Scenes are ſhorter, 
cheir 
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their Stage fuller, many 
| more Perſons of different 
Humors are introduc'd. 
| Andin carrying on of this, 
' they generally do only con- 
fine themſelves to blanck 
Verſe. This 15 the diffe. 
rence. And hence the Ex. 
| gliſh have theſe advantages. 
By the liberty of Proſe,they 
render their Speech, and 
* Prenuntiation, more natu- 
ral, and are never pur to 
make a contention between 
the Rhythm, and the Sence. 
By their underplots, they 
often change the minds of 
their 
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their SpeQators ; which is 
a mighty Benefit, ſeeing one 
of the greateſt Arts of Wit 
and perſuaſion, is the right 
ordering of Digreſfions. 


- By their full Stage, they 


prevent men's being contl- 
nually tyr'd with the ſame 
Objefts : and ſo they make ' 
the Dottrine of the Scene to 
be more lively, and divert- 
ing, then the precepts of 
Philoſophers, or the grave 
delight of Heroick, Poetry : 
which the French Tragedes 
do reſemble. Nor 1s it 
ſufficient to obje& againſt 
this, 
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this, that it 15 undecent to 
thruſt in men of mean con- 
dition, amongſt the ations 
' of Princes. For why ſhould 
' that misbecome the Stage, 
which 1s always found. to 
be a&ed on the True Theatre 
| ofthe World ? There bx&+ 
ing no Court, which only 
conſiſts of Xings,and (ueens, 
and Counſellors of State, Ups+ 
on theſe accounts, Sir, 1 
my weak judgment, the 
French Drama ought togive 
place to the Enpliſh, in the 
Tragical and lofty part of 
its. ''And now having obs 

| cain'd 
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cain'd this, 1 ſuppoſe they 
will of their own accord 
refigne the other excellence, 
and confeſs that we have 
far exceeded them inthe re- 
preſentation of different 
Humors. The Truth 1s, 
the French. have alwaies | 
ſeem'd almoſt aſham'd'of | 
the true Comedy : makingit 
not much more then the 
fubject of their Farſes : 
whereas the Engliſh Stage 
has ſo much abounded with 
it, that perhaps there 1s 
ſcarce any ſort of extrava- 
gance of which the minds 

of 
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of men are capable, but 
they have in ſome meaſure 
expreſsd. Iris in Comedies, 
and not in Solemn Hiſtories, 
that the Engliſh uſe to re- 
late the Speeches of Waggo- 
ners, of Fencers, and of Com- 
mon Souldiers, And this I 
dare afſure Monſteur de Sor- 
biere, that if he had under- 
ſtood our. Language, he 
might have ſcen himſelf in 
all his ſhapes, as a vain 7ra- 
veller, an empty Politician, 
an inſolent Pedant, and an 
idle pretender to Learning. 
But though he was not in a 

condl- 


255 


256 Obſervations on Mr. Sorbier 5 
condition of taking advice 
from our Stage, for the cor- 
refting of his own Vices, 4 
yer methinks he might 
thereby have reCtify'd his . 
judgment about ours : he 
might well have concluded, 
that the Engliſh temper, is 
not ſo univerſally heavy and 
dumpiſh , when he beheld 
their Theatres , to be the 

gayelt, and merrieſt:in Eu- 

rope, IJ 

Concerning the Engliſh 
ElJoguence, he bravely de- 
clares, that ll their:Sermons 

P-168, 72 the-Pulpit, - and Pleadings 


169, | 
at 
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| at the Bar, conſiſt of nothing 
' but meanpadantry. The cen- 
{ure is bold, eſpecially from 
| a man that was ſo far from 
\ underſtanding our lan- 
guage, that he ſcarce knew, 
Whether we move our lips, of 
10, when we ſpeak. But to 
\ ſhew him, that we can bet- 
ter judge of Monſieur de Sor- 
ber s Eloquence, 1 muſt tell 
| him , chat the Muſes and 
Parnaſſus are almoſt whip't 
out of our very Scholes : 


— 


Et 


dreds of Laipyers and Preach= 
fs in England, who have 
| 8 long 
| 


| 


| Thar there are many hun- 
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P. x65. 
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long known how to contemn 
ſuch delicacies of his ſtile. 
I will only give one inſtance 
for all. I believe, he could 
ſcarce have Brib'd. any 
ScrivenersClerk.,to deſcribe 
Hatfield as he has done, and 
ſo to conclude , That the 
Fiſhes in the Ponds did often 


leap out of the water into the 


air, to behold, and to delight 
themſelves with the beauties of 


that place. 
I will not attempt to de- 
fend the Ornaments, or the 


Copiouſneſſe of our Language, 


againſt one that 7s utterly 
ionorant | 


| 
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ignorant of it. But to ſhew 
how plentitull its, I will 
only repeat an obſervation, 
which the Earl of Clarendon 
has made; That there 1s 
ſcarce any Language in the 
world, which can properly 
fignity oneEngliſh expreſli- 
on, and that 1s Good Nature. 
Though Monſieur de Sorbiere 
will not allow the Noble Au- 
thor of this Note, to have any 
Skill in Grammar Learning * 
Yer he muſt pardon me, it 
I {till believe the obſervati- 
on to be true : Ar leaſt,l 
aflure you, Sir,that after all 
> 2 my 
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my ſearch, I cannot find 
any one word in his Book, 
which might incline me to 
think otherwiſe. 

But I will be content to 
lay the whole authority of 
his judgement in matters of | 
Wit, and Elegance, upon 
what he ſayes concerning 


P.168, the Engliſh Books. He af- 


firms, That they are only im- 
pudent thefts out of otbers, 
without citing their Authors, 
and that they contain nothing, 
but ill Rhapſodies of matter, 
worſe put together. And here, 
Str, I will for once do him a 
courteſic. 
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courtefie. I will ſuppoſe 
him not to have taken this 
one character of us, from 
| the Soldier,the Zealander.the 
Puritans , or the Rabble of 
the Streets ; 1 will granthe 
| might have taken an 1ll con- 
 ceit of our writings, before 
| hecameover, from the uſu- 
all judgement , which the 
Southern wits of the world, 
are wont to palle on the wit 
of all Northern Countries. 
' 'Tistrue indeed, 1 think the 
' French, and the ltalans, 


would ſcarce be ſo unneigh- 


| bourly, as to alert, that all 
93 our 
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our Authors are Thetviſh Pe- 
dants. That is Monſieur de 
Sorbier's own addition, but 
yet they generally agree , 
that there 1s.{carce anything 
of late written, that 18 worth 
looking upon, but in their 
own Languages. The [talians 
did at firſt indeavour to 
have 1t thought , that all 
matters of Elegance ,, had 
never yet pals'd over the 
Alps : bur being ſoon over- 
whelm'd by Number, they 
were content to admit the 
French , and the Spaniards, 
into ſome ſhare of the ho- 
nour, 
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nour. But they all three ſtill 
maintain this united op1- 
nion, that all wit 1sto be 
ſought for no where but a- 
mongſt themſelves : lt is 
their eſtabliſh'd Rule, that 
good ſence has alwayes kept 
neer the warm Sun, and 
ſcarce ever yet dard to come 
farther then the forty ninth 
degree Northward, This, 
vIr,is a pretty imagination 
of theirs ; tro think .they 
have confin'd all Art to a 
Geographicall Circle, and to 
fancy that it 1s there ſo 
charm'd.. as not to be able 
Sd 4 0) 
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to go out of the bounds 
which they have ſet it. It 
were certainly an caſly and 
a pleaſant work to confute 
this arrogant conception, 
by particular examples : It 
might quickly be fhewn ; 
that England, Germany, Hol- 
land, nay even Denmark,and 
Scotland, have produc'd ve- 
ry many men,who may juſt- 
ly come into competition 
with the beſt of theſe 
Southern wits, in the Ad- 
vancement of the true Arts 
of life, in all the works of 
ſolid reaſon, nay, even in 


the 
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the lighter ſtudies of orna- 
ment, and humanity. And, 
to ſpeak particularly of 
England, there might be a 
whole Volume compos d in 
comparing the Chaſtity, the 
newneſle, the vigour of ma- 
ny of our Engliſh Fancies, 
with the corrupt, and the 
{welling Metaphors, where- 
with ſome of ourNeighbors, 
who moſt admire themſelves 
do ſtill adorn their Books, 
But this,Sir,will require a 
larger diſcourſe then I in- 
tend ro beſtow on Monſteur 
de Sorbiere. 1 am able to di{- 


patch 
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patch him in fewer words: 
For I wonder how, of all 
men living, it could enter 
into his thoughts, Zo con- 
demn in grofſſe the Engliſh 
Writings, when the beſt 
courſe that he has taken to 
make himſelf confider'd as 
a writer, was the Tranſlation 
of an Engliſh Author. 

But I beg your leave,v1r, 
that I may briefly add, That 
in the firſt Reſtoration of 
Learning, the Engliſh be- 
gan to write well, as ſoon as 
any,the [talians only except- 
ed : and that if we may 
oheſle 
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gheſle by what we ſee of the 
Italians at this day, the Eng- 
liſh have continued to write 
well, longer then they. Sir 
Thomas Moore was contem- 
porary with Eraſmus, and 
though he was a man of the 
Law too, yet he yielded not 
nmch to that incomparable 
man, 1n the plenty of his in- 
vention ,, or the Maſculine 
eafineſle of his ſtile, And e- 
ver ſince that time down to 
this ( 1t we may take a mea- 
ſure of the Engliſh, by what 
Zully fays of the Romans, in 
cheir moſt flouriſhing con- 

dition. 
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condition , that they had 
ſearce above one excellent Poet 
or Orator in an age ) we may 
make a very advantagious 
computation , for the ho- 
nour of our Country. We 
have at this preſent, as ma- 
ny Maſters of true and re- 
all Wit, as ever Greece pro- 
ducd in one age, whoſe 
names though I conceal,yet 
poſterity ſhall declare. We 
have had many admirable 
Geniuſes in Poetry, who have 
handled moſt of the antient 


and modern ſubjefts of fan- 


cy,with wonderfull ſucceſs. 
We 
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' Wecan name many faithfull 
and diligent Hiſtorians, ſuch 
| as never ſtrove to frame a 
Romance out of every flory, that 
they manag'd. And the 
number of theſe will be 
| ſhortly increa['d by the la- 
| bours of a great man, from 
whom we hope torecelve 
the Hiſtoryof our late warrs, 
| a ſubjeCt fit for the pen of a 
' Privy Counſellor to Kings, who 
had himſelf a great ſhare 1n 
the condu@ of theſcaffairs 
which he 1s torelate. Our 
Mathematicians we may al- 


moſt equall to thoſe of all 
Europe 
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Europe beſides : Our Phyſi- 
cians have long bin ap- 
plauded by all the Learned 
world ; and certainly their 
Renowned Colledge at London 
deſerv'd to have bin men- 
tioned, as well as the Fen- 
cers at the Red-Bull, Our 
famous Divines have been 
innumerable, as the Dutch- 
men may witnefle, who,in | 
ſome of their Theologicall | 
Treatiſes, have bin as bold 
with the Engliſh Sermons, as | 
with our Fiſhing, and their 
robberies have bin ſo mani- 
feſt, that our Church ought 

| £0 
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to have Repriſalls againſt 
them as well as our Mer- 
chants. We have had ma- 
ny Philoſophers, of a ſtrong, 
vigorous.and forcible judg- 
ment, of happy and labort- 
ons hands, of a fincere, a 
modeſt, a ſolid, an unafte&t- 
ed expreſſion , ſuch who 
have not thought it enough 
to fer up for Philoſophers, 
only to have got a large 
ſtock of fine words, and to 
have infinuated into the 
acquaintance of ſome of the 
great Philoſophers of the 
age. And above all, we 

have 
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have one ſmall Book, which 
we dare oppoſe to all rhe 
Treaſures of the Eaſtern, 
and WeStern Languages, It 1s 
that which was written by 
our Late King, and Martyr : 
Whoſe Majeſtical ſtile, and 
Divine Conceptions, have 
not only moved all his 
Readers to admire his Elo- 
quence, but inclin'd ſome 
of the worſt of his enemies, 
to relent their Cruelty to- 
wards him. 

After all theſe figns of 
his excellent judgment, and 
generous mind, there {t1l]; 

| Ir, 
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Sir, remains that which he 
: has given of his good Palat, 
For he has boldly determin'd 
the controverſie, that had long 
depended in all the Fitchings 
of England, and France; 
which is the beſt way of eating, 
Chines of Beef , and Mutton, 
or Biſques, and Potages: 
This, I confeſle, was a mat- 
ter fit ro be decided by that 
Hiftorian , Critick, , Mathe- 
matician, Orator, and Phy- 
ſitian, Who had Travell'4 
throughout the world to ac- 
quaint himſelfe with all the 
Learned men of all countries, 
T and 
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and to paſh en all Sciences 
to perfefiion, He has here 1n- 
deed behay'd himſelfe like 
the true naturall, and expe- 
rimental Philoſopher,whoſe 
buſinefſle it is to take in all 
manner of obſervations.that 
can be got from the Senſes. 
You ſee, Sir, how fairly I 
treat him, I allow the ve- 
ry Criticiſms of his appe- 
tice to be a part of his Phi- 
loſophy ; and I look upon 
his aftetion' to Fricacies 
before whole Joynts, to pro- 
ceed from his love to the 


Dottrine of Atoms , before 
that 
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chat of the two great ſtand- 
ing diſhes of Matter and 
Form. But yetI muſt tell 
him.that perhaps this Rigid 
condemning of the Engliſh 
Cookery ,, did not fo well 
fuit with his belov'd Title 
of Sceptick, According to 
the lawes of that profeſſion, 


he ſhould firſt have long 


debated whether there be 
any taſt, or no; whether 
the ſteam of a pot be only 
a fancy, or a reall thing; 
whether the Kitchin fire has 
indeed the good qualities 
of roſting, and Bolling, 

T 2 or 
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or whether it be only an 
appearance. This had bin 
a diſpute more becomming 
a Sceptick,, then thus to con- 
clude Dogmatically on all 
the Inmtrigues of Haut gouſts ; 
and to raxe an endlefle ſpe- 
culative quarrel between 
thoſe that had bin hitherto 
peacetul and prattical Secs, 
the Haſhe's, and the Sur- 
loiners, 

You may now, S1r, per - 
haps expe&, that I ſhould 
make ſome Compariſon be- 
tween the French Dyet and 
the Engliſh, It were, I con- 

fels, 
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feſs, a pleaſant,and a weigh- 
ty argument. But I am 
reſolv'd to paſle ir over : 
not that I think we have the 
worſt of the cauſe ; but 
for a particular reaſon of 
my own, It 1s that Monſieur 
de Sorbiere may ſtill remain 
In his error; For as long 
as he is ignorant that there 
is any good Houſe Heeping 
in England, we are like to 
have no more of his com- 
pany ; yet cannot but ſay 
to the advantage of Boil 4 
Beefand Roft, that the Eng- 
liſh have the lame fincerity 

T. 3 in 
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in their Dyet, which they 
have intheir Manners: and 
as they have leſs mixture 
in their Diſhes, ſo they have 
leſs ſophiſticate compoſi- 
tions in their hearts, then 
the people of ſome other 
Nations. 

But now. Sir, I conteſle 
he has quitetyr'd my hand, 
and I almoſt aſham'd to 
behold this heap of his va- 
nities ariſe to ſuch a Bulk, 
as he ought ro be, that he 
has given me this occaſion 
to colle& them; I will there- 
fore in few words come to 
an 
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an iſſue with him : I will 
ſatisfie him in the requeſt 
which he makes to this 
Reader, I am content to 
conclude from theſe his three 
moneths travells, what kind 
of Obſervations he has made 
in the world theſe thirty years. 
This, Sir, 1s his own defire, 
and1 obey him. Burt then 
I know not how he will be 
able to avoid the imputa- 
tion of thoſe Crimes with 
which he has ſo often flan- 
dered the Enpliſh, of be- 
ing a Doe-litth, an le, 
a Lazy , and a Uſeleſs Per- 

T 4 ſon. 
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ſon. The deſcription of 
his Voyage into Holland 1s 


| not yet come to my hands : 


but if it be of the ſame 
thread with this, he had 
bin much better imploy'd, 
if he had only imitated the 
Roman Emperours journey 
thither, and gone to gather 
Cockle-ſhells on that ſhore. 
If he has any friends among ft 
all the kearned men of Europe, 
that were once his familiars, 
they would do well to ad- 
viſe him what weight his 
mind will bearthe is himſelf 
in the right, when he ac- 
knowledgeg. 
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knowledges, that theſe mat- 
ters of ſtate, Charafters of Ep. De, 
Nations, deſcriptions of Go- * 
vernments , Churches, and 
Courts ,, are far above the 
weakneſs of his Spirit. But yet 
the Mans abilities are not 
wholy to be diſcourag'd ; 
he may ſtill prove a tole- 
rable good flatterer of his 
Patrons : he may bring in 
his Voſtre Tres Humble, arti- 
ficially enough in the end 
of an empty Letter of com- 
plements ; he may ſerve to 
commend Philoſophers 
when they are dead; or 
(tQ 
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( to conclude with his own 
dear Epithete ) he may 
make a ſufficient 7rumpeter 
in the Common-wealth of 
Learning, And in truth 
he has behav'd himſelf, in 
this account of his Voyage, like 
a true 7rumpeter ; for Trum- 
peters,when they are ſent in- 
to forein armies or coun- 
tries, are alwayes blinded 
on purpole that they might 
not be able to give any 
certain intelligence, of the 
places through which they 
pals'd. 

And now. Sir, having dil- 
miſs'd 
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miſs'd the Hiftorioprapher 
Royal, that 1 may ſpeedily 
put an end to your trouble, 
I will only in few words ap- 
ply my ſpeech to your ſelf. 
You may perhaps remem- 
ber, that we have ſometimes 
debated together,what place 
and time of all the paſt, or 
preſent, we would have 
choſen to live in,if our fates 
had bin at our own diſpoſal; 
and in that diſcourie, in- 
ſteed of deſiring to have bin 
born in China , we both a- 
greed,that Rome,in the Reign 
of Aupuſtus, was to be pre- 

terr'd 
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ferr d before all others. The 
prerogatives of that rime 


were very many : That City 
was then become the eſta- 
bliſh'd ſeat of the Empire of 
the world : that Emperour 
had the good fortune to 
ſucceed a long civil war ; 
the minds of all men were 
eaſily compos'd into obe- 
dience by the remembrance 
of their paſt misfortunes : 
the arts of Wirt,Reaſon,and 
delight were in their high- 
eſt perfe&ion ; the Court 
was the place of reſorrt, 

tor all the Lovers of gene- 

rous 
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rous knowledge ; and ſuch 
was the treedome of their 
manners, that Virgil, Horace, 
and Varivs were admitted 
into the privacies, and 
triendſhip,of Agrippa, Me- 
cenas, and Auguſtus, Be- 
yond this we could fancy 
nothing pleaſanter to a 
Phyoſophical mind; which 
was reſolyd to live accord- 
ing to the convenience, and 
Rules of Nature , ſce- 
ing 16.might there have 1n- 
joy'd at once all the varie- 
ties of an aQtivelife, and 
| allthe quiet and peace, of a 
| Retu'd, This 
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This, Sir, was then our 
opinion : But it was be- 
fore the Kings Return. For 
ſince that blefled time, rhe 
condition of our owne 
Countrey appears to me 
to be ſuch, that we need 
not ſearch into antient Hiſto- 
ry for a reall Idea of hap- 
pineſſe, *Tis true that 


England is not the ſeat of 


the Empire of the world : 
But it may beof that which 
confines the world it ſelf , 
the Ocean : Tothis Domi- 
nion our Nation 1s invited, 
by the Scituation of our 
ſhores, 


1 


, 
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ſhores, the inclination of 
our people, and the Genius 
of a vigorous and skilfull 
Prince. The time where- 
in welive 1s upon the reco- 
very of an Univerſal peace ; 
a peace eſtabliſh'd on the 
two ſureſt foundations of 
Fear, and Love : a peace 
that was accompliſh'd with- 
out prolcriptions, and e- 
ven without the ruine of 
thoſe that refiſted it: a 
peace that was produc'd 
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by peaceful Arts, though 


it was by the condu® of an 


Army. The footſteps of 


the 
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the late dreadtull war are 


not only vaniſh'd from 
our <ies, but now almoſt 
from our thoughts, It any 
thing of it ſtill remains, 
it is only the good effeft 
which it had on our coun- 
trey, the induſtry that was 
excited by ir, and the wil- 
dome which ſuch wofull 
experience has taught us, 
The Government which we 
mjoy, 1s juſtly compos'd 
of a ſufficient liberty, and 
reſtraint, And though it 
may be ſuſpeCted in a que- 


rulous and diſcontented 
age, 
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Age, a little to incline 
the people to diſobedi- 
ence; yet in a calme, 
and a ſecure time ( ſuch 
as this at preſent ) it 
ſerves admirably well to 
breed a generous, an ho- 
nourable, and invincible 
ſpirit. The temper of the 
Engliſh is free, Modeſt, 
ÞIncere, Kind , hard to 
be provok'd : if they are 
not ſo talkative as others, 
yet they are more care- 
full of what they ſpeak : 
if they are thought , by 
lome of their neighbours, 

Ml ro 


290 


Obſervations on Mr.Sorbier's 
to 'be a little defeCtive in 
the gentleneſs, and the 
pliablenels of their humour; 
yet that want 1s abundant- 
ly ſupplyed, by their 
firme and their Maſculine 
virtues : and perhaps the 
ſame obſervation may be 
found true in men, which 
is in Metrals, that thoſe 
of the ſtrongeſt, and the 
Nobleſt ſubſtance are 
hardeſt to be poliſh. 
The Arts that now pre- 
vail amongſt us, are not 


only all the uſefull Sci- / | 


ences of Antiquicy, but 
molt 
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moſt eſpecially all the late 


diſcoveries of this Age in 


the reall knowledge of 


mankind, and nature. For 
the improvement of this 
kind of light, the Eng- 
lib diſpoſition is of all 
others the fitteſt. And an 
univerſal zeal towards the 
adyancement of ſuch de- 
ſigns, has not only over- 
ſpread our Caurt and Uni- 
verſities; but the Shops 
of our Mechanicks, the 
fhelds of our Gentlemen, 
the Cottages of our Far- 
mers, and the Ships of 
V 2 our 
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our Merchants. To all 
this, Sir, may be added 
the Profeſſion of fuch a 
Religion , and the Dilci- 
pline of ſuch a Church, 
which an impartial Phi- 
lolopher would chuſe : 
which by falling with the 
Throne, and by rifing 


with it again, has given 
\ evident figne , how con- 


ſiſtent it 1s with the Laws 
of humane ſociety, and 
how neerly its intereſt 1s 
united with the proſperity 

of our Country. 
Tis true jndeed that 
after 


\ 
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after all theſe advantages, 
there may be ſome room 
{till lefr for future amend- 
ments, in the. union of 
our minds ,, the ſmooth- 
neſs of our manners, and 
the Beauty of our Build- 
ings. This laſt was the 
peculiar honour of Az- 
' guſtus, who is ſaid tohave 
found Rome of Brick, ,, and 
to have left it of Marbke. 
In this kind too weevery 
day behold a wonderful 
progreſs, by the power- 
tull influence of a Roy- 
al Example : fo that 1 
V-.3 may 
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may in generall aitirm, 
that never any Nation 
in the world has pro- 
ceeded by ſwifter de- 
grees, to cxcell in Con- 
venience and + Magni- 
ficence. But whatever 
1s to be added in this, 
or any other ſuch way, 
we can never recelve 
ir from the petulant cor- 
rections of ſuch vain Ob- 
ſervers, as this whom 
] have here confider'd. 
No, Sir, we are to EX- 
pe& it from the many 
Noble and practicall Eng- 


i 
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liſh Wits of -this Age: 
and chiefly from your 
ſelf. For you muſt give 
me leave, Sir, to ' pre- 
ſage, that to you your 
Country 1s to owe very 
much of irs Ornament, 
as well as experimental 
knowledge, its reputation 
and indeed all the. h- 
ving, and Beneficial Arts, 
the enlargement of their 
Bounds. This, Sir, 1 
know will offend your 
modeſty ; but he 1s an 
ul Engliſh-man, who would 
not have ſaid as much 
V 4 as 
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as.this, when your name 
was - mentioned : which 
if. 1 had omitted, I had 
bin almoſt as injurious 
to our Nation, as this 
very Traveller whom 1 
cenſure : for as he was 
unjult in aggravating the 
faults, ſo I my ſelfe had 
been, in concealing one 
of- the principall glories 
of England. | 

I beg of you now, Sir, 
only - to permit me to 
conclude with ſome Apo- 
logy for my ſelf, You 
may, perhaps; wender all 

this 
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this while to fee me un- 
dertake ſuch: an argument, 
and to proſecute it in a 
manner, which may ap- 
pear perhaps a little- roo 
ſharp for your eye, or 
my pen. You knoy, Sir, 
that 1 am enemy to all 
manner of . controverſies, 


that I hate contention, 


though in matters of the 
greateſt concernment, and 
that I had much rather de- 
fend, then accule : To this 
I can therefore only reply, 
for my excuſe , that this 
Letter may not (o properly 
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Defence: For though 1 have  * 
confuted the ſawcineſs of ; 
one particular Man, yet 1 

have-pleaded for a Great, a 
Valiant , and a wvertuons - | 
people. Sir, Iam. 4 


Tour moſt Humble and 
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 becall'dan Accuſation, as a, , 


AﬀeFiionate Servaiit, | 
S 
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